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Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 

truth.  
2 Timothy 2:15  
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THE EPISTLE OF ST. PAUL TO THE  

COLOSSIANS 

Matthew Henry Introduction to Colossians 
Colosse was a considerable city of Phrygia, and probably not far from Laodicea 
and Hierapolis; we find these mentioned together, 4:13. It is now buried in ruins, 
and the memory of it chiefly preserved in this epistle. The design of the epistle is 
to warn them of the danger of the Jewish zealots, who pressed the necessity of 
observing the ceremonial law; and to fortify them against the mixture of the 
Gentile philosophy with their Christian principles. He professes a great 
satisfaction in their stedfastness and constancy, and encourages them to 
perseverance. It was written about the same time with the epistles to the 
Ephesians and Philippians, A.D. 62, and in the same place, while he was now a 
prisoner at Rome. He was not idle in his confinement, and the word of God was 
not bound.  
This epistle, like that to the Romans, was written to those he had never seen, nor 
had any personal acquaintance with. The church planted at Colosse was not by 
Paul�s ministry, but by the ministry of Epaphras or Epaphroditus, an evangelist, 
one whom he delegated to preach the gospel among the Gentiles; and yet, I. 
There was a flourishing church at Colosse, and one which was eminent and 
famous among the churches. One would have thought none would have come to 
be flourishing churches but those which Paul himself had planted; but here was a 
flourishing church planted by Epaphras. God is sometimes pleased to make use 
of the ministry of those who are of less note, and lower gifts, for doing great 
service to his church. God uses what hands he pleases, and is not tied to those 
of note, that the excellence of the power may appear to be of God and not of 
men, 2 Co. 4:7. II. Though Paul had not the planting of this church, yet he did not 
therefore neglect it; nor, in writing his epistles, does he make any difference 
between that and other churches. The Colossians, who were converted by the 
ministry of Epaphras, were as dear to him, and he was as much concerned for 
their welfare, as the Philippians, or any others who were converted by his 
ministry. Thus he put an honour upon an inferior minister, and teaches us not to 
be selfish, nor think all that honour lost which goes beside ourselves. We learn, 
in his example, not to think it a disparagement to us to water what others have 
planted, or build upon the foundation which others have laid: as he himself, as a 
wise master-builder, laid the foundation, and another built thereon, 1 Co. 3:10.  
 

(taken from http://blueletterbible.org/Comm/mhc/Col/Col000.html) 
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SERMON NOTES  

By Pastor John Paul Miller  
THE EPISTLE OF COLOSSIANS  

 
COLOSSIANS 1:1-5  "Paul�s Grateful Heart"  
 
INTRODUCTION: 
The seductive allure of the counterfeit has confounded men throughout the ages. 
Homer, in his mythological tale The Odyssey personified the perils of deception 
in the story of the Sirens - mythological half-woman, half bird creatures who lived 
on an island in the Mediterranean Sea. Their beautiful, melodious songs were so  
enchanting that passing sailors strayed from their charted course and crashed 
their ships on the rocky shoreline.  The short lived appeal of the Sirens' song 
quickly gave way to the horrible reality of a painful death as the creatures came 
down from the rocks and devoured the flesh of the shipwrecked sailors. Two men 
overcame the power enticement of the Sirens but in very different ways. Ulysses, 
warned of the fatal effect of the Sirens song, remained fascinated with the  
prospect of hearing the beautiful sounds with his own ears. Understanding the 
human frailties of his crew and himself lashed to the ship's mast. As the ship 
sailed past the Sirens' rocky home, the sailors were unaffected by the sweet 
sounding songs while Ulysses was physically restrained from acting on the 
desires that stirred within him. Orpheus, a musician of legendary renown, took a 
different approach to escape the Sirens' snare.  When the Argonauts sailed into 
the treacherous waters surrounding the deadly isle, Orpheus began to play and 
sing.  The exquisite beauty of Orpheus's music was so genuine and compelling 
that the Sirens no longer held any appeal for the crew. 
 
The Christians in the church at Colossae, a city located about 80 miles inland 
from the city of Ephesus, in what is today the western part of Turkey.  We're in 
danger of being seduced by the Sirens song of the false teachers, who were 
teaching that Jesus wasn't enough.  
 
If they really wanted to be spiritual. they needed to add to their Christianity, 
Jewish legalism, Eastern mysticism, and Greek philosophy.   
 
The danger was 'syncretism' combining ideas from other philosophies and 
religions with Christian truth. 
 
We still face the same dangers today; Jehovah�s Witnesses, Mormons, New Age,  
Christian Science. 
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�The church today desperately needs the message of Colossians.  We 
live in a day when religious toleration is interpreted to mean "one religion 
is just as good as another."  Some people try to take the best from 
various religious systems and manufacture their own private religion.  To 
many people, Jesus Christ is only one of several great religious 
teachers, with no more authority than they. He may be prominent, but 
He is definitely not preeminent.� 
 
   Warren W. Wiersbe 

 
From his prison cell in Rome (60 AD) Paul sets forth the glory, and sufficiency of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
The theme of Colossians is "Christ Preeminence". 
 
The key verse is verse 18 of chapter one. 
 
Paul counters all the errors of the false teachers.  Enticing and alluring as they 
were by displaying the glories of the Person and work of Christ (2:8-10). 
 
Colossians is one of the most Christ exulting books in the New Testament 
 

�Colossians is perhaps the most Christ-centered book in the Bible. In it 
Paul stresses the preeminence of the person of Christ and the 
completeness of the salvation He provides, in order to combat a growing 
heresy that is threatening the church at Colossae.  This heresy seeks to 
devaluate Christ by elevating speculation, ritualism, mysticism, and 
asceticism. But Christ, the Lord of creation and Head of the body, is 
completely sufficient for every spiritual and practical need of the believer. 
The last half of this epistle explores the application of these principles to 
daily life, because doctrinal truth (1-2) must bear fruit in practical conduct 
(3-4). The two major topics are: supremacy of Christ (1-2) and 
submission to Christ (3-4).� 

 
    Wilkerson & Boa in "Talk Thru the Bible" 
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Outline of Colossians 
 
Chapter 1  Doctrine: Christ Preeminence declared 
Chapter 2  Danger: Christ Preeminence defended 
Chapter(s) 3-4  Duty: Christ Preeminence demonstrated. 
 
As we take up our study of Paul's letter to the Colossians we discover that Paul 
does not immediately attack the problem, but rater he begins with a wonderful 
greeting. 
 
1. PAUL'S GREETING (vs.1-2) 
 

A. The author (vs. 1) "Paul" 
 

              �Born into the Jewish tribe of Benjamin, Paul was probably  
named by his parents after the first king of Israel (Phil 3:5; cf 1 
Sam. 9:1-2) In his pre-Christian life, he was known as Saul of 
Tarsus, the persecutor of the church (Acts 7:58; 8:1, 3;9:1).� 

 
     Robert Gromacki 
 
  1. His position "an apostle 
   
  2. Of Jesus Christ 
   
  3. His associate Timothy. 
 

�A native of Lystra, he was the son of a Greek father 
and a Jewish mother (Acts 16:1). In his early youth he 
was influenced by the godly lives of his grandmother, 
Lois, and his mother, Eunice (II Tim. 1:5; 3:15) Paul 
apparently converted him to Christ during the first 
missionary journey (I Tim. 1:2, 18, cf. Acts 14:6-23) 
Because of Timothy's spiritual gifts and maturity, Paul 
selected him during the second journey to become an 
associate in the missionary enterprise (Acts 16:1-3). At 
that time he was circumcised and ordained (Acts 16:3; 
I Tim 4:14; II TIm 4:5).� 

 
      Robert Gromacki 
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B. The readers (vs. 2) 
 

  The 4 ways Paul characterized them. 
 
   1. They were saints. The term 'saint' is a synonym  
        for Christian believers. 
  
    It literally means "the set apart one'  
 
     How does a sinner become a saint? 
   
     When does a sinner become a saint? 
 

To be a saint means to have an acceptable 
spiritual position, our standing before a holy 
God.  
 
Its not my 'practice' that makes me a saint. 

 
�The term 'saints' embraces all four aspects of 
the verb 'to sanctify'. These aspects are the 
ministry of the Holy Spirit in the person's life 
before conversion (Gal. 1:15, II Thess 2:13) 
The time of regeneration (I Cor 1:2; 6:11; Heb 
10:14) The present cleansing and edifying 
ministry of the Christian by the Spirit through 
the Word of God (John 17:17) And the total 
separation from the effects of sin when the 
believer receives the incorruptible, immortal 
body (Eph 5:26-27).� 

 
       Robert Gromacki 
 
   2. They were faithful brethren 
  
    The saints and brethren are the same group. 
  

Although Paul had never seen them they were 
dear to him as brethren.   
 
Remember, they were mostly Gentiles.   
 
The love and warmth of the family of God is 
not restricted by geography or race. 

 
   3. They were in Christ. 
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�The best of all, they were "in Christ" which is 
one of the deepest and most joyous of 
mysteries.  In barest terms it means that the 
Colossians, and indeed all authentic believers, 
partook of all that Christ had done. all that he 
was (and is), and all the he ever would be.  
This is also the essence of the great paragraph 
with which Paul opened the book of Ephesians,  
There Paul also defined the Church as being 
�in Christ� (vs.1) believers whom �God. . . has 
blessed. . . with every spiritual blessing in 
Christ�, (vs. 3).� 

 
       R. Kent Hughes 
 

 �The sphere of acceptance of any believing 
sinner is "in Christ." On the night before His 
crucifixion, the Lord Jesus revealed to the 
disciples the new relationships which would 
exist between Him and the, after His 
redemptive death and resurrection: "At that day 
ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in 
me, and I in you" (John 14:20) This new 
position is secured by the baptism in the Holy  
Spirit (I Cor 12:13) It results in a 'new creature' 
(II Cor 5:17). The epistles of Paul are dotted 
with such expressions as "in Him" or "in Christ" 
(Eph 1:3). In Christ, the believer finds 
salvation, acceptance, redemption, forgiveness 
of sins, inheritance, and sealing by the Spirit of 
God (Eph 1:4-14).� 

 
       Robert Gromacki 
 

�In Christ speaks of their spiritual position. 
When  they were saved, God placed them in 
Christ, "accepted in the beloved." Henceforth,  
they had His life and nature.  Henceforth, they 
would no longer be seen by Go as children of 
Adam or as unregenerate men, but He would  
now see them in all the acceptability of His 
own  Son.  The expression in Christ conveys 
more of intimacy, acceptance, and security 
than any human mind can understand.� 
 



 10

   William McDonald 
 

 
    All mankind is in either "Adam" or "In Christ" 
 
     How do you get 'in Christ'? 
 
     When do you get 'in Christ'? 
 
     How long is a person 'in Christ'? 
 
   4. They were at Colossae 
  
    Spiritually, these believers were 'in Christ" but  
    geographically they were 'in Colossae'. 
 

 Colossae was one of three cities located about 
100 miles inland from Ephesus.  The  other two 
cities were Laodicea and Hierapolis. (Col 4:13, 
16). This area was a meeting p point of east 
and west because an important trade route 
passed through there.  All kinds of philosophies 
mingled in this cosmopolitan area, and 
religious hucksters abounded. There was a 
large Jewish colony in Colossae, and there 
was also a constant influx of new ideas and, 
doctrines from the east. It was fertile ground for 
religious speculations and heresies. 

 
 C. The blessing (vs. 2) 
 
  1. Grace, Greek is 'chais' 
  
   All believers are saved or justified freely by grace,  
   (it's our standing) 
  
   God bestows His blessings upon us through grace 
  
   God supplies grace for daily living 
  
   God keeps us by His grace 
  
   It's all through Jesus 'grace upon grace' 
  
    �What begins in grace ends in glory�  
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      Jonathan Edwards 
 
  2. Peace - Hebrew 'shalom' 
  
   Grace always comes before peace. 
  
   Peace with God position 
  
   Peace of God practice 
 
  
   The source of the grace and peace. 
  
    1. God our Father 
  
    2. And the Lord Jesus Christ 
   

The single preposition 'from' links the Father 
and Son together as the common source. 

 
II. PAUL'S GRATITUDE (vs. 3-5) 
 
Remember Paul was in prison, the church had moral and doctrinal problems but 
he still gave thanks to God. 
 
Paul had an attitude of gratitude, no self pity or pessimistic outlook. 
 
I Thess 5:18 In everything give thanks for this is the will of. . . 
 
"we give thanks to  God' is in the present tense. 
 
The occasion for Paul's thanksgiving was during his prayers for them.  
 
"Praying always for you� 
 
Paul was praying for them and praising Go for them 
 
Paul was a man of prayer, prison can't stop him. 
 
The 3 things Paul was grateful for. 
 

1. Their faith (vs. 4) 
 

  The Christian life begins by faith, 
 
    'by grace are ye saved through faith. . .' 
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    it's live by faith 'the just shall live' 
  
  Faith grows as we feed on the word of God 
  
  The key is faiths' OBJECT.  It's CHRIST JESUS 
  
   What's the object of your faith? 
 
  
 
 2. Their love (vs. 4) 
  

We are not save because we love, we love because we are 
saved. 

  
  We pray for 'all saints' not just our group. 
  
  Love is the mark of the Christian. Jesus said, 'by this shall  
  all men know. . .' 
  

1 John 3:14 "We know we have passed from death 
unto life because. . .' 

  
  If we don't love we don't know God! 
  
  It's the fruit of the Spirit (vs. 8) 
 
 3. Their hope (vs. 5) 
  
  Faith is the soul looking upward to God 
  
  Love looks outward to others 
  
  Hope look forward to the future, the hope of heaven, it's  
  laid up for you. 
  
  It's 'reserved' it stresses the security of that which has  
  been set aside by God. 
  
  I Peter 1:3-4 John 14:1-3 
 

This hope is in the gospel. The gospel message is that which 
joins the hope in the heavens. 
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The 3 observations that can be made about the gospel 
 
 1. It must be proclaimed orally, 'ye heard before in the word' 
  
 2. The gospel involves truth 
  
 3. The gospel centers in Christ. It's good news not good views. 
  
It's about Christ death, burial and resurrection, so that lost sinners can be saved. 
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COLOSSIANS 1:5b-8 - "The Truth about the Gospel"  
 
INTRODUCTION: Paul was thankful for the Colossians 
 
 1. Their faith in Christ Jesus (vs. 4) 
 2. Their love for all the saints� (vs. 4) 
 3. Their hope laid up for them in heaven 
 
Paul then points out that the source of this heavenly hope was the "Word of Truth 
of the Gospel" 
 
The Gospel message is that which joins the hope in the heart with the hope of 
heaven. 
 
Remember the Colossians fellowship had been invaded by false teachers. So 
Paul reminded them of the truth about the gospel.  
 
There are 6 facts about the gospel. 
 
1. The gospel is true (vs. 5) 
 
 Paul emphasizes the truth of the gospel by mentioning it twice (vs. 5, 6). 
  
 This was the contrast to the false gospel being taught. 
  
 The true gospel comes from God and can be trusted. 
 
 Someone said 'truth' is that which God says about a thing. 
  
  John 17:7, 'thy word is truth.'  
 
   It�s found in the Bible! 
 
2. The gospel is good news (vs. 5) 
 
 Gospel is literal for 'good message'.   
 
 The gospel is not good views, its good news! 
  
  Good news about what? 
 

Good news about God's love and grace found in the 
redemption, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
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It's the good news that God has provided a solution to 
man's problem of sin. Through His Son's death, burial, 
and resurrection 

  
 The gospel centers in a person Jesus Christ (see I Cor. 15:1-4)  
 
  Remember this when you share the word with others. 
 
3. The gospel is for everyone (vs. 6) 
 
 "which is come unto you, as it is in all the world" 
  
 The gospel is not a mystery religion isolated in the Lychus Valley. 
 
 Just before His ascension, Jesus commissioned His apostles  
 
 Mark 16:15, 

 �Go into all the world and preach� the good news to everyone, and      
    everywhere. 

  
 Preach literally means 'to announce as a herald'  
 
 It was a word used for an ambassador who had an announcement to  
             make way for a king. 
 
  Jesus said, Acts 1:8 'ye shall be witnesses in. . . ' 
 
   Start in your Jerusalem. 
      

Illustration: In a disastrous church fire a beautiful painting of 
Christ was endangered. Two men went inside and rescued it.  
People came and watched the fire, but stayed long after to look 
at the painting. The church leaders were amazed because 
people had never before been interested in  the painting, which 
had hung for years in the church.  Finally one man explained, 
"When the church caught fire and moved Christ into the streets 
where people could see Him, then they were interested. 

 
 We need to take Jesus to the streets.  
 
  John 3:16 (the one gift suitable for the whole world) 
  

It's the whole churches job to get the whole gospel out 
to the whole world. 
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4. The gospel is productive (vs. 6) 
 
 'brings forth fruit'. 
  
 The gospel has a supernatural power. Rom 1:13-16 
  
 Because the gospel is the divine origin it is fruitful. 
 
 It bears fruit in the individual lives. 
 
 The gospel as seed is sown into the soil of men's hearts. 
 
 The gospel has a supernatural power, it brings salvation 
 
5. The gospel is rooted in grace (vs. 6) 
 
 The gospel is not just true, good news for everyone, that  
 bears fruit, It's rooted in the Grace of God. 
 
  Grace is what sets the true gospel apart from the false gospel 
  
    

Eph 2:8-9, �For by grace you have been saved through 
faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not 
of works, lest anyone should boast.� 

 
 Illustration by Charles Swindoll: 
 The Bible is a photo album filled with pictures of God's grace.  One 
 striking image is found in the pages of 2 Samuel.  The setting is the 
 palace of King David.  Gold and bronze fixtures gleam from the 
 walls.  Lofty, wooden ceilings crown each spacious room.  In the 
 banquet room, David and his children gather for an evening meal. 
 Absalom, tanned and handsome, is there, as is David's beautiful 
 daughter Tamar.  The call to dinner is given, and the king scans the 
 room to see if all are present.  One figure, though, is absent. 
 Clump, scrape, clump scrape. The sound coming down the hall echoes  
 into the chamber. Clump, scrape, clump scrape. Finally, the person 
 appears at the door and slowly shuffles to his seat.  It is the lame  
 Mephibosheth seated in grace at David's table.  And the tablecloth 
 covers his feet.  Now the feast can begin. 
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Grace in a barren place 
I was that Mephibosheth 
Crippled by my twisted pride and 

   Hiding from You in a barren place 
Where You could now find me 

   Where You would not give me what I deserved. 
But somehow You found me and 
I don't understand why but You 
give me what I do not deserve 
You not only spared my desolate life but 
You made it bountiful 
And here at Your table 
I will thank You, my King 

 
6. The gospel is preached by people (vs. 7-8) 
 
 The good news is to be transmitted by people not by angels (Acts 10) 
  
 You say yes but only pastors and evangelists 
 
 NO, Epaphras was a layman. 
 
 We need more faithful servants 
 

Matthew 9:37, �Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is 
plenteous, but the labourers are few; Pray ye therefore the Lord of the 
harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest.� 

 
Application: 
 
 Isaiah 6 
 
 1. He saw the Lord 
 
 2. He saw himself 
 
 3. He saw the need 
 
 "Here I am send me" 
 
So "Here I am Use Me? 
 
Give me the love that leads the way, 
The faith that nothing can dismay, 
The hope no disappointments tire, 
The passion that will burn like fire, 
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Let me not sink to be a clod: 
Make me Thy fuel, Flame of God 
 
Amy Wilson Carmichael 
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COLOSSIANS 1:9-14  - " Prayer For A Worthy Walk "  
 
INTRODUCTION: 
In Africa each Christian native in a certain tribe had a secret separate place 
where he prayed.  A path which led to his place of prayer off in a distance in the 
jungle was cleared by each native for his own use.  Whenever he was neglecting 
his prayer life, all that was needed to bring his attention to this fact was the 
simple statement, "I see there's grass on your prayer trail." 
 
The grass never grew on Paul's prayer trail! 
 
Even prison couldn't stop Paul's prayers. 
 
R. Kent Hughes says, Paul's prison prayers are a "beautifully constructed 
tapestry which make a perfect model for the fabric of our own prayers". 
 
I want us to look together at one of the prison prayers of Paul.  It�s found in 
Colossians 1:9-14 or really 9-20. (all one verse in the Greek) 
 
Before the prayer let's look at Paul's reason for the prayer. 
 

1. Its cause (vs. 9) "for this cause' 
 
2. Its unity (vs. 9)  "we"  Paul and Timothy 
 
3. Its urgency (vs. 9) ""since the day we heard it" 
 
4. Its constancy (vs. 9) 'do not cease to pray' 
 
5. It was intercessory (vs. 9) �for you' 
 
6. Its intensity (vs. 9) 'and to desire� - the Spirit put it on his heart. 

 
What does Paul pray for the Colossian believers? 
 
2 things: 
 1. Spiritual intelligence 
  
 2. Practical obedience 
 
Paul's prayer develops around two purpose clauses; both introduced by the 
connective "that" (see vs. 9-10).  The second purpose is actually a result of the 
first. 
 
1. Paul prayed for "Spiritual Intelligence" (vs. 9) 
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 He had 3 specific goals in his request for the spiritual intelligence. 
  
  A. That they would be filled by God. 
  
   Believers can't fill themselves.   

The passive voice of the verb "might be filled" indicated 
that this ministry is performed by God through the Holy 
Spirit.   
 
Spiritual truth can only by imparted by the Spirit of God. 

 
   1 Corinthians 2:10-12, (NKJV), �But God has revealed  
   them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all  
   things, yes, the deep things of God. For what man  
   knows the things of a man except the spirit of the man  
   which is in him? Even so no one knows the things of  
   God except the Spirit of God. Now we have received,  
   not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from  
   God, that we might know the things that have been  
   freely given to us by God.� 
 

To 'fill' has the idea of being controlled by. Paul wants 
them to have a spiritual knowledge that will control their 
lives. 

 
  B. That they be filled with the knowledge of God's will. 
  
   This was in contrast with the false teachers. Who  
   emphasized knowledge "gnosis' 
  
   Paul used the word 'epignosin' an over flowing  
   knowledge. 
  
    Before we can do it we must know it. 
  
    The purpose of prayer is knowing and doing  
    God's will 
 
   E. Stanley Jones: 

Prayer is surrendering to the will of God and 
cooperation with that will.  If I throw out a boathook 
from the boat and catch hold of the shore and pull, do I 
pull the shore to me, or do I pull myself to the shore?  
Prayer is not pulling God to my will, but the aligning of 
my will to the will of God. 
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   How do we come to know God's will?  Prayer and Bible  
   study. 
 

Warren Wiersbe: 
In my pastoral ministry, I have met people who have 
become intoxicated with "studying the deeper truths of 
the Bible."  Usually they have been given a book or 
introduced to some teacher's tapes. Before long, they 
get so smart they become dumb!  The "deeper truths" 
they discover only detour them from practical 
Christian living. Instead of getting burning hearts of 
devotion to Christ (Luke 24:32), they get big heads 
and start creating problems in their homes and 
churches.  All Bible truths are practical, not 
theoretical.   If we are growing in knowledge, we 
should also be growing in grace. 

 
 
  C. That they be filled with wisdom and understanding. 
  
   "Wisdom" Greek "sophia" deals with what we should be  
     and do. 
  
   "Understanding" refers to how we accomplish those  
     goals. 
    

Spiritual intelligence comes to us by the Holy Spirit as 
we pray and study God's word. 

 
 Why did Paul want the Colossians to have 'spiritual intelligence?' 
 
  It wasn't to satisfy their curiosity but: 
 
   Paul prayed for "practical Obedience" (vs. 10-14) 
 

Knowing God's will (found in His word) is not 
enough, we must also do the will of God. 

 
   Paul prays for our �Walk" (vs.10) 
 
    Walk speaks of our 'conduct', it's how we live  
    our lives from the time we�re saved until we go  
    to heaven. 
 
    It's to be 'worthy of the Lord'. 
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The meaning is we are not saved by good 
works, but most certainly we are saved 'for' 
good goods, 

 
    Illustrations: 
    

Eph 2:8-10, �For by grace you have been 
saved through faith, and that not of 
yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, 
lest anyone should boast. For we are His 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand that 
we should walk in them.� 

 
Titus 3:8, �. . . that those who have 
believed in God should be careful to 
maintain good works. These things 
are good and profitable to men.� 

 
    Walk and work, our work must flow from our  
    walk. 
 
    Is your spiritual understanding of God's will  
    being lived out in your life? 
 

R. Kent Hughes: "If our doctrine lifts us so high 
that our feet cannot reach the ground it is 
false." 

 
  How does this practical obedience work its way out in our lives? 
 
   1. It�s pleasing to God (vs.10).  
 
    Who are you living to please? 
 
   2. It's fruitful (vs. 10)  
 
    John 15 ' the branch cannot bear fruit of  
    itself' we must abide. 
 
    Galatians 5, it's the fruit of the Spirit. 
 
   3. It's growing (vs. 10) 'increasing in the knowledge of  
                                             God'. 
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    Why does Paul mention knowledge again? 
 

Because Paul knew that to be a spiritual 
Christian you must have a growing knowledge 
of God. 

 
    Illustration: Phil 3:10 "that I might know Him. . . " 
 
     It's knowing Him "by experience� 
 
     It's growing in 'grace' 
 
   4. It's powerful (vs.11) 
 
    Its literal meaning is 'being strengthened"   
 
     It's the Holy Spirit�s power. 
 

Eph 6:10  . . . be strong in the 
Lord and in the power of His 
might. 
(Ephesians 6:10, NKJV). 

 
Phil 4:13  . .   I can do all things 
through Christ who strengthens 
me. 
 
Eph 3:16. . .to be strengthened 
with might through His Spirit in 
the inner man, 

 
     It's not to show off! 
 
      Power for what? 
  ` 

a. Patience (vs.11) 
          Literal "To remain      
          under"  
          It's not passive,  

                                                                                                Its circumstances to  
                                                                                                keep giving in hard  
                                                                                                times. 
  
      b.     Longsuffering (with  
                                                                                          people)         
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                                                                                                Literal  'wrath that is       
                                                                                                put far away' 
 

Warren W. Wiersbe: 
As we review this marvelous prayer, we can 
see how penetrating it is. We need spiritual 
intelligence if we are going to live to please 
God. We also need practical obedience in our 
walk and work.  But the result of all of this 
must be spiritual power in the inner man, 
power that leads to joyful patience and 
longsuffering, with thanksgiving.  Have you 
been praying this way lately? 
 
R. Kent Hughes: 
Why not covenant to pray for both the 
knowledge and conduct of your fellow 
believers.  A church which is growing in the 
knowledge of Christ and His will, and in 
walking worthy of Him, will do great things.  
Let us commit ourselves to sensitive, fervent 
intercession for our brothers and sisters. 
 
Robert Gromacki: 
The goal of this inner strengthening is humble 
endurance of trials 'with joy'.  Patience and 
longsuffering without joy will lead to  
depression and a defeatist attitude.  Joy gives 
optimism, triumph, and trust.  The Christian 
must believe that God is working out His 
sovereign purpose through the situation. (Rom 
8:28; James 1:2) 

 
   5. It's thankful (vs. 12-14) 
   
    4 things to be thankful for 
   
    1. He qualified us (vs.12) 
    2. He delivers us (vs. 13) 
    3. He translated us (vs. 14) 
    4. He redeemed us (vs.14) 
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Paul prayers for: 
 
 1. Spiritual intelligence (God's walk in God's word) 
 
 2. Practical obedience 
 
            A worthy Walk 
   
  a. Pleasing 
   
  b. Fruitful 
   
  c. Powerful 
   
  d. Thankful 
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COLOSSIANS 1:12-14 - "Reasons to be Thankful"  
 
INTRODUCTION:  
As two men were walking through a field one day, they spotted an enraged bull. 
Instantly they darted toward the nearest fence. The storming bull followed in hot 
pursuit, and it was soon apparent they wouldn�t make it. Terrified, the one 
shouted to the other, �Put up a prayer, John. We�re in for it!� John answered, �I 
can�t, I�ve never made a public prayer in my life.� �But you must now!� implored 
his companion. �The bull is catching up to us.� �All right,� panted John, �I�ll say 
the only prayer U know, the one my father used to repeat at the table: �O Lord, 
for what we are about to receive, make us truly thankful.�� 
 
As we study Paul�s prayer for the Colossians we discover that there are two 
petitions. 
 

1. �that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will, in all wisdom and 
spiritual understanding.�  (vs. 9) 
 

Spiritual Intelligence 
 

2. �that ye might walk worthy of the Lord.� (vs. 10) 
 

Practical Obedience 
 
   We saw the marks of a Worthy Walk! 
 

1. It�s Pleasing to God 
2. It�s Fruitful 
3. It�s Growing 
4. It�s Powerful 
5. It�s Thankful (vs. 12)  

 
Now Paul�s prayer moves from Petition to Praise; from asking God to do 
something to thanking God for what He has done! 

 
The Prayer is a model for us. 

 
We need to learn to thank God for blessings already received! 

 
 
 

Notice verse 12, �Giving thanks unto the father� 
 
�Giving thanks� in this verse refers to the Colossians, not Paul! 
 
As Christians one of the things that we can be thankful for is God�s  
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gift of His son. 
  

In II Corinthians 9:15, Paul exclaims, �Thanks be unto God for his 
unspeakable (indescribable) gift!� (It�s Jesus Christ) 

 
There are four blessings that come to us through Jesus Christ who Paul calls, 
�His dear Son� or literally, �the son of His love�. 
 
 I He has Qualified us (vs. 12) 
 

a. What does it mean, �He made us meet�? 
 

It means that God the father �has qualified us to be spiritual 
heirs.� 
  
 We can�t qualify ourselves by good works! 

   
b.  Where did the father qualify us? 
 

At the moment of our conversion we were made �fit� to 
inherit and enjoy heaven 
 

If an unsaved person could make it to heaven they 
wouldn�t enjoy it!  

 
c. Who are qualified? 
 

The saints! 
 

d. How? 
 

When God saves someone He instantly bestows on that 
person fitness for heaven.  
 
That fitness is �Christ�  
 
The Father gives us an acceptable position in Christ. 

 
e. Why?  
 

(vs. 12) �to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in 
light.� 

 
So we can be �partakers� (vs. 12) 
 
It�s so we can inherit our �part� 
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1. Now! � It�s a present reality 
 

We have the Holy Spirit as a down payment. 
 

2. It�s Future! � Heaven 
 

As son�s of Adam we were not �fit� for heaven, 
but �In Christ� we are. 
 
John 14 
 
R. Kent Hughes says, �one day we will pass 
beyond the stars, and when they have burned 
themselves out, we will shine even brighter.� 

 
II. He has Delivered us (vs. 13a) 
 

Man�s greatest problem is sin. A problem that no scientist, 
philosopher, educator, or religious teacher can solve. 
 
Sinners need a Saviour! 
 

Notice the words of the angels to the shepherds, �For unto 
you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is 
Christ the Lord.� (Luke 2:11) 

 
  God sent His son to deliver us from the bondage of sin! 
 
  We could not and can not deliver ourselves! 
 
   Notice verse 13: 
 
    �who� � God the father 
 
    �hath� � past tense 

 
It�s done! 

 
  �Deliver� � literally, to rescue from danger 
 
   From what are we rescued from? 
 
    The power of darkness 
 
     It�s Satan�s kingdom marked by sin and moral  

darkness. 
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The concept of darkness includes an 
opposition to light, as well as an 
absence of it. 

 
III. He has Translated us (vs. 13b) 
 

The word �translated� or �transferred�, is used to describe the 
deportation of a population from one country to another. 
 

God transfers us from Satan�s kingdom of darkness to the 
kingdom of light. 

 
The aorist tense of the verb refers to the decisive transfer 
which occurred at the moment of conversion. 

 
As Christians we now live in the kingdom and one day we 
will live in His kingdom on earth. 

 
   Notice literally, �it�s the kingdom of the son of His love� 
 

1. The Father loves the Son 
2. The Son loves the Father 
3. The Father and son love the Saints 
4. The Saints love God 
5. The Saints love each other 

 
If you�re living in the kingdom your life will be marked by 
love! 

 
IV. He has Redeemed us (vs. 14) 
 

A. It�s sphere � �in whom� 
 

The deliverance and transference of the believing sinner have 
been made possible by Christ�s redemptive death and 
resurrection. 

 
       Salvation or eternal life is a union with the living Saviour Jesus   
                           Christ.   
       Jesus said, �I have come that ye might have life!� (John 10:10) 
 
       Paul said, �that I might be found in Him.� (Phil 3:9) 
 

B. It�s possession � �we have� 
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Redemption is a present possession! 
 
 It�s not, �we think we have� 
 
 We can enjoy it NOW! (also further at the Rapture)  

 
C. It�s meaning � �redemption� (literally, �the redemption�) 
 

There is only one true redemption, through Christ.  
 
There is no other! 
 
The word means: �to purchase and set free by paying a price.� 
 
We were all slaves to sin. Jesus, by His death, bought us and 
set us free! 

 
D. It�s means � �through His blood� 
 

This was the purchase price. 
 
The provision has been made for all but, its value is applied only 
to those who believe. 
 
The provision can be either rejected or received.  
 
 The price of our redemption was His blood! 
 

�. . . ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as 
silver and gold, from your vain conversation received 
by tradition from your fathers; But with the precious 
blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and 
without spot . . .� (1 Peter 1:18,19) 

   
E. It�s results � �the forgiveness of sins� 
 

The practical results of redemption is that my sins have been 
forgiven. 
 
 That�s something to be thankful for! 
 
Forgive � literally, �to send away from� 
 

Psalms 103:12, tells us that, �As far as the east is from the 
west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us.� 
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        What does God send away? 
 
   Our sins!  -  (to miss the mark) 
 

Romans 3:23, �For all have sinned, and come short of 
the glory of God;� 

 
Jesus died on the cross! 
 

* to pay the price of our redemption 
* to deliver us from bondage to sin and Satan�s kingdom of darkness 
* to translate us into His kingdom of love and light 
* to make us who were �unfit� �fit for Heaven! 

 
Knowing these truths should cause our hearts to respond with thanksgiving to 
God. 
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COLOSSIANS 1:14-18 - "The Preeminent Christ"  
 
INTRODUCTION:  
In our study of Paul�s letter to the Colossians we come to the very heart of its 
theme, �The Preeminence of Jesus Christ.� 
 
Paul makes it clear when he states that, �. . . that in all things he might have the 
preeminence.� (vs. 18) 
 
Why did Paul set forth the Preeminence of Christ in this letter? 
 

Because there were false teachers who, like so many today, give Jesus 
Prominence but not Preeminence! 
 
 Example: Jehovah�s Witnesses 

 
In Colossians 1, we find, along with John 1:1-18, Phil 2:5-11, Heb 1-3, one of the 
most Christ exalting passages in the New Testament. 
 
What does the word Preeminence mean? (vs 18) 
 

The word means � �to have first place�, it means that Jesus Christ is to 
have a permanent position of priority and authority.  

 
The personal pronoun, �he� is emphatic in the Greek! 
 
Only Jesus is to have Preeminence. 
 
And it extends to all things 

 
Jesus is to have first place in all things. 
 
 Does He have first place in your life? 

 
Why should Jesus have Preeminence?   
 
What makes Him so unique?  
 
Why not others? 
 
To answer those questions Paul sets forth four reasons for Christ�s Preeminence 
(vs. 14-18). 
 
They are seen in the relationship He has to sin, God, creation, and the church. 
 

I. to Sin � He�s the Redeemer (vs. 14) 
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1. Its Sphere � �in whom� 
2. Its Possession � �we have� 
3. Its Meaning � �to purchase and set free by paying a price� 
4. Its Means � �through His blood� 
5. Its Results � �the forgiveness of sins� 

 
II. to God � He�s the Revealer (vs. 15a) 
 

Who? � Jesus (vs. 15) 
 
 �is the image of the invisible God.� 
 
  Notice that God is invisible!  
 

1 Timothy 1:17, �Now unto the King eternal, 
immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be 
honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen.� 

 
Hebrews 11:27, �By faith he forsook Egypt, not 
fearing the wrath of the king: for he endured, 
as seeing him who is invisible.� 

 
Notice John 1:18, �No man hath seen God at 
any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the 
bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.� 

 
The word �image�, implies representation and 
manifestation. 
 
It was used of the head of a ruler minted upon a coin. 
 

Matthew 22:20, �And he saith unto them, 
Whose is this image and superscription?� 
 
Revelation 13:14, �And deceiveth them that 
dwell on the earth by the means of those 
miracles which he had power to do in the sight 
of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the 
earth, that they should make an image to the 
beast, which had the wound by a sword, and 
did live.� 

 
    We get our English word �icon� from it. 
 
     It was also used of a picture or portrait 
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     Jesus is the perfect picture or portrait of God  

the father! 
 

It means that if you want to know what God is like 
look at Jesus Christ. 
 

Jesus said to Philip in John 14:8, �. . . he that 
hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how 
sayest thou then, Shew us the Father?� 
 
II Cor 4:6, �For God, who commanded the light 
to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our 
hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.� 
 
It�s sad though, because Satan, the god of this 
world, �hath blinded the minds of them which 
believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel 
of Christ, who is the image of God, should 
shine unto them. (II Cor 4:4) 

 
    In Christ the unknowable God becomes known 
 

Hebrews 1:3, �Who being the brightness of his 
glory, and the express image of his person, . . 
.�  
 
What about Man, was he not made in the imag 
of God? 
 

Yes, but he was �made� in the image of 
God. 
 
Jesus �is� the image of God! 
 
Jesus did not become the image of God 
at His incarnation, He is the eternal 
image of the eternal, invisible father. 
 
Jesus is the representative and 
manifestation of God.  
 

Jesus said, �. . . He that 
honoureth not the Son honoureth 
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not the Father which hath sent 
him.� (John 5:23) 

 
III. to Creation � He�s the Creator (vs. 15b-17) 
 

Paul points out five truths about Christ�s relationship to creation. 
 

1. Jesus is the sovereign over all creation (vs 15b) 
 

�the firstborn  of every creature.� (vs. 15b) 
 

The heretic Arius, and Jehovah�s Witnesses today, falsely 
teach that Jesus was created. 
 
However, that�s not what the Bible teaches! 
 

a. The whole point of this passage, and the book of 
Colossians, is to show Christ�s superiority over all 
things. 

 
b. �for by Him were all things created� (vs. 16) 
 

The Jehovah�s Witnesses Bible, The New 
World Translation, adds the word �other�. 

 
c.   The word �firstborn�, Greek, �protokos� connotes 
       both �priority� and �sovereignty�. 
 

In both Greek and Jewish cultrure, the firstborn 
was the son who had the right of inheritance. 
He was not necessarily the first one born. 
Although Esau was born first chronologically, it 
was Jacob who was the �firstborn� and 
received the inheritance. Jesus is the One with 
the right to inheritance of all creation. 

 
Israel was called God�s firstborn in Exodus 
4:22 and Jeremiah 31:9. Though not the first 
people born, they held first place in God�s sight 
among all the nations. Psalms 89:27, God says 
of the Messiah, �I also shall make him My first-
born, �then defines what He means --- �the 
highest of the kings of the earth.� 
 
Notice verse 18, �the firstborn from the dead.� 
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One day, �at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, of things in heaven, 
and things in earth, and things under the 
earth;� (Phil 2:10) 

 
2. Jesus is the creator of all creation (vs. 16) 
 

�for by Him were all things created.� 
 
Thus, He could not be created! 
 
Paul makes it clear what things Jesus created (vs. 16) 

 
       The Greatness of His Creation 
 

By studying the creation, one can gain a glimpse of the power, 
knowledge, and wisdom of the Creator. The sheer size of the 
universe is staggering. The sun, for example, has a diameter of 
864,000 miles (one hundred times that of earth�s) and could 
hold 1.3 million planets the size of earth inside it. The star 
Betelgeuse, however has a diameter of 100 million miles, which 
is larger than the earth�s orbit around the sun. It takes sunlight, 
traveling at 186,000 miles per second, about 8.5 minutes to 
reach earth. Yet that same light would take more than four 
years to reach the nearest star, Alpha Centauri, some 24 trillion 
miles from earth. The galaxy to which our sun belongs, the Milk 
Way, contains hundreds of billions of galaxies. What the can 
see leads them to estimate the number of stars in the universe 
at 10 to the 25th power. That is roughly the number of all the 
grains of sand on all the world�s beaches. 
 
So, Jesus can take care of your problems! 

 
3. Jesus is the purpose or goal of creation (vs. 16) 
 
 �and for Him� or literally, �unto Him� 
 
 Creation has meaning only when it points to Christ. 
 
 When we see His creation we should praise Him!  
 

Jesus said, �I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning 
and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which 
was, and which is to come, the Almighty.� (Rev 1:8) 
 
�� the first and the last:� (Rev 1:11) 
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4. Jesus existed before all creation (vs. 17a) 
 

Notice it�s the word, �is�, not �was�, which speaks of His eternal 
existence.  
 
 John 8:58, �. . . Before Abraham was, I am.� 
 

John 1:1, �In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God.� 

 
5. Jesus is the preserver or sustainer of creation (vs. 17) 
 

�by Him all things consist�  
 
Notice the balance of the universe 
 

What keeps the sun from getting closer to the earth 
and burning us up? 

 
What keeps the sun from drifting a little further from 
earth and we all freeze to death?  
 
What keeps the stars in space and the earth rotating 
on its axis? 
 
What keeps everything in sync in the universe? 
 
What keeps the atom together?  
 

Atomic glue? 
 

What keeps the oceans from rushing in and covering 
all the land? 

 
    Jesus does! � He holds it together 
 
    How about our lives? 
 

He made them, He can fix them 
 

IV. to the church � He�s the Head (vs. 18) 
 

Not only is Jesus the Lord of all creation, He is the head of the 
church! 
 
 His new creation! 
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 H.C.G. Moule � �The head of nature is the head of grace.� 
 

Paul changes the focus of Christ�s Preeminence over the old 
creation to the new spiritual creation.  
 
We have Christ Preeminent in redemption, revelation, 
creation, and now exaltation. 
 
1. Christ is the head of the church 
 

It�s the body of Christ 
 

2. Christ is the source of the church 
 

�who is the beginning� (vs. 18) 
 
 Literally, the �originator�   
 

Eph 1:4, �. . . as he hath chosen us in him 
before the foundation of the world . . .� 

 
3. Christ is the firstborn from the dead (vs. 18) 
 

We have the church because of Jesus: 
  

a. His incarnation 
 b. His crucifixion 
 c. His resurrection 
 d. His exaltation  
 

Jesus said in Revelation 1:18, �I am he that liveth, 
and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, 
Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death.� 

 
Jesus said, �. . . I am the way, the truth, and the life: 
no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.� (John 
14:6)  

 
Notice the word �that� (vs. 18), it shows us the purpose for 
Christ�s works of creation and redemption. 
 

�that in all things he might have the preeminence.� 
 
He must have first-place in everything: 
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 In our families 
 In our marriages 
 In our professions 
 In our mission and ministry 

In matters of the intellect 
In time 
In love 
In conversation 
In pleasures 
In eating 
In play 
In athletics 
In what we watch 
In art 
In music 
In worship 
Let us give Him first-place!  
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COLOSSIANS 1:19-23 - "The Supreme Reconciliation"  
 
INTRODUCTION:  
Paul says in vs. 21, 22, �And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in 
your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled in the body of his flesh 
through death, to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his 
sight:� 
 
God the father sent His son to reconcile this rebellious planet. 
 
The word reconcile is one of five keys words used un the New Testament to 
describe the richness of salvation in Christ, along with justification, redemption, 
forgiveness, and adoption. 
 

1. In Justification � the guilty are declared righteous 
2. In Redemption � slaves have been set free 
3. In Forgiveness � our debt is paid and forgotten 
4. In adoption � strangers are made sons 
5. In Reconciliation � enemies become friends. 

 
Warren W. Wiersbe, �The Bible begins with a record of perfect harmony --- 
heaven and earth working together in joyful cooperation. But then sin enters into 
the picture and there is division, dissention, death and separation. Man is 
separated from God. Man runs from God and hides. And then man is separated 
from man with brother killing brother. There is a separation of races and nations 
as Genesis records the awful consequences of sin.� 
 
Truly the great need in our world today is for this �Supreme Reconciliation�. 
 
As we look at �Supreme Reconciliation� we will notice three things: 
 

I. The Fathers Reconciling Pleasure (vs. 19-21) 
 

The casual connective �for� (vs. 19) shows that the basis for the 
preeminence of the Son was the pleasure of the Father. 
 
Further, the Fathers pleasure is synonymous with His will or plan. 
 
 The Fathers plan or will involved His Son: 
 

1. that the fullness of God dwells �in Him� 
Notice it�s not �around, upon or under� Him, but 
�in Him� 
 
No creature, man or angel could qualify. 
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II Cor. 5:19, �. . . God was in Christ, reconciling 
the world unto himself, not imputing their 
trespasses unto them; and hath committed 
unto us the word of reconciliation.� 

 
2. �dwell� � Literally, �to take up residence� and 

it�s permanently 
 

It points to the event of the incarnation 
 
It�s not that the father at a point in time was 
pleased that the son should be God. Rather, 
it�s the father willed that the divine son should 
dwell in a body! 
 
The false teachers taught that the spirit of the 
divine Christ came upon the man Jesus at his 
baptism and left at the crucifixion. 
 
Further, they taught that Christ was just one of 
many links on a chain, but there were other, 
better links, ahead. 

 
3. Paul says that, �all fullness� dwells in Him 
 

To the false teachers, the term referred to the 
total number of emanations which formed the 
bridge between God and man. 
 
Paul says that the fullness, �the total essence 
of deity� dwells in Jesus!  
 

Col 2:9, �For in him dwelleth all the 
fulness of the Godhead bodily.� 

 
  What was the Fathers plan for the Son? 
 
   That �by Him to reconcile all things unto Himself� 
 
  Three Aspects to Reconciliation: 
 

1. the Meaning � to �reconcile� (vs. 20) 
 

to change completely 
 
Enter Sin � man turned away 
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God had to remove the obstacles 
 

God�s holy law & man�s sin 
 
Man can return to God 

 
Reconciliation is directed to man only! 
 
Reconciliation renders man savable but it does not 
force salvation upon them. 
 
�made peace� (vs. 20)  
 

�the war is over, come out of the jungle!�  
 

2. the Basis (vs. 20) �the blood of His cross� 
 

Col 1:22, �In the body of his flesh through 
death, to present you holy and unblameable 
and unreproveable in his sight:� 

 
3. the Object of reconciliation (vs. 20) �all things� 
 

a.  Its not Satan & unbelievers, its nature and  
           animals. 
 
          When? At the second coming 
 

Rom 8:19-22, �For the creature was 
made subject to vanity, not willingly, but 
by reason of him who hath subjected the 
same in hope, because the creature 
itself also shall be delivered from the 
bondage of corruption into the glorious 
liberty of the children of God. For we 
know that the whole creation groaneth 
and travaileth in pain together until 
now.�  
 

                                                             We sing at Christmas: 
 

          No more let sins and sorrow grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make his blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found. 
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b.  Reconciliation also has as its object,  
     people! (vs. 21) 
 

To show us the need for reconciliation 
Paul paints a dark picture of their past! 
(ours too!) 
 
1. They �were alienated� (vs. 21) 
 

It�s �estranged� � in Eph 4:18, �. . . 
alienated from the life of God 
through the ignorance that is in 
them, because of the blindness of 
their heart:� 

 
2. They �were enemies� 
 

More than just strangers, they were 
hostile toward God. 
 
It means they actively opposed God 
and willfully broke His law. 

 
3. They had mental � enmity  
 

�in your mind� 
 
 Intelligence is part of the image of  

God in man (and it is good!) 
 
However, the carnal mind is at 
enmity with God. It is not subject 
to the law of God. 
 
Rom 8:7, �Because the carnal 
mind is enmity against God: for it 
is not subject to the law of God, 
neither indeed can be.� 

 
4. Their mental enmity manifests itself  

                                                                       by wicked ways. 
 
        Thoughts and actions go  

together. 
 
       What was true of the Colossians  
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past is also true of us. 
 
Humanity doesn�t like to hear it! 

  
R. Kent Hughes � �When a great 
seventeenth-century Christian 
woman and encourager of God�s 
servants, Lady Huntingdon, 
invited one of her friends, the 
Duchess of Buckingham, to hear 
George Whitefield preach, she 
received this reply: 
 

. . . It is monstrous to be 
told, that you have a heart 
as sinful as the common 
wretches that crawl on the 
earth. This is highly 
offensive and insulting; 
and I cannot but wonder 
that your ladyship should 
relish any sentiments so 
much variance with high 
rank and good breeding.� 

 
       In spite of they�re sinful past God  
                                                                            reconciled them. 
 
Why did God reconcile them? 
 
 

II. The Father�s Reconciling Purpose (vs. 22) 
 

The Father�s purpose is �to present� saved sinners in heaven for all 
eternity. 
 
When? 
 
 At the rapture of the church! 
 Ephesians 5:25-27, �Husbands, love your wives, even as 

Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; that he 
might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by 
the word, that he might present it to himself a glorious 
church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but 
that it should be holy and without blemish.� 
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  The Manner of our Presentation: (vs. 22) 
 

1. Holy � this will be salvations climax  
 
2. Unblamable � it�s �without spot or blemish� 
 

It�s the total removal of sin and guilt 
 

3. Unreprovable � it means no charge of condemnation can 
      be brought against us. 
 

Romans 8:33-34, �Who shall lay any thing to the 
charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. Who is 
he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, 
that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of 
God, who also maketh intercession for us.� 
 
What a marvelous grace! 

 
  These three truths are the possession of each Christian today. 
 
  God�s faithfulness guarantees that the acceptable standing will  

endure until the day of Christ. 
 

I Cor. 1:7-8, �. . . waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ: Who shall also confirm you unto the end, that ye may 
be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.� 

 
III. The Fathers Reconciling Proof (vs. 23) 
 

It�s interesting to note that in verse 22, Paul told us how God is 
going to present us one day before Him in His sight. Now he says, 
�If you continue�. 
 
Is this a contradiction? 
 
 Are we saved by works? 
 
No! 
 
We always need to compare scripture with scripture! 
 
I believe Paul is saying, �if you continue, and I know you will.� 
 
The word �if� is a conditional clause (of Greek grammar) of the first 
class.  
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Literally it means, �if you continue, and I know you will�. 
 

Illustration: Colossians 3:1, �If ye then be risen with 
Christ, seek those things which are above, where 
Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.� 

 
Are not all Christians risen with Christ? � Yes! 

 
Why would Paul say, �if you are risen with 
Christ�?  

 
Because Paul said, �since you are risen 
with Christ�. 

 
Same idea as in our text, �if (since) ye 
continue in the faith grounded and 
settled, and be not moved away from 
the hope of the gospel, which ye have 
heard, and which was preached to every 
creature which is under heaven; 
whereof I Paul am made a minister;�  
 

Paul isn�t doubting they will continue in their 
faith. Rather, he is warning those who profess 
to have faith but are not truly possessors. 
 
It�s good to make sure you are in the faith 
(saved) 

 
2 Peter 1:10, �. . . give diligence to make 
your calling and election sure: for if ye 
do these things, ye shall never fall:� 

 
Paul uses two interesting terms: �grounded� and �settled�. (vs. 23) 
 
 Taken from the world of construction 
 

When you are building an edifice, the most important 
part of that building is the foundation. 
The false teachers in Colosse were attempting to get 
the Colossian Christians to move away from Christ.  
 
That�s why Paul told them, �. . . be not moved away 
from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, 
and which was preached to every creature which is 
under heaven. . .� 
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The Bible tells us that Jesus Christ is our rock and our 
foundation that we need to build our lives on. 
 

In Christ the Solid Rock I Stand 
Edward Mote 

 
My hope is built on nothing less 

Than Jesus� blood and righteousness. 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 

But wholly trust in Jesus� Name. 
 

On Christ the solid Rock I stand, 
All other ground is sinking sand; 
All other ground is sinking sand. 

 
When darkness seems to hide His face, 

I rest on His unchanging grace. 
In every high and stormy gale, 
My anchor holds within the veil. 

 
On Christ the solid Rock I stand, 
All other ground is sinking sand; 
All other ground is sinking sand. 

 
His oath, His covenant, His blood, 
Support me in the whelming flood. 

When all around my soul gives way, 
He then is all my Hope and Stay. 

 
On Christ the solid Rock I stand, 
All other ground is sinking sand; 
All other ground is sinking sand.  

 
When He shall come with trumpet sound, 

Oh may I then in Him be found. 
Dressed in His righteousness alone, 
Faultless to stand before the throne. 

 
On Christ the solid Rock I stand, 
All other ground is sinking sand; 
All other ground is sinking sand. 

 
Eph 4:14, �That we henceforth be no more children, 
tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind 
of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning 
craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;� 
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The evidence, the proof, that you have been reconciled; that 
you have been redeemed; that you have been justified; that 
you have been adopted; is that you will not be moved away 
from the hope of the gospel. 

 
You are built on the rock, Jesus Christ! 

 
The evidence of reconciliation is continuance 

 
Paul now moves on to speaking about this hope of the gospel 
which preached to every creature which is under heaven.   
 
God is the one reconciling man but He�s given to us the ministry of 
reconciliation. 
 

The concluding application:  
 

You and I have been given a ministry, the ministry of telling enemies of 
God that peace has been made and that they can be reconciled. 

 
II Cor 5:17-21 � �Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old 
things are passed away; behold, all things are become new (that�s reconciliation). 
And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and 
hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation; To wit, that God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and 
hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation (our job). Now then we are 
ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in 
Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God. For he hath made him to be sin for us, 
who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.� 
 
The Supreme Reconciliation! 
 
The story is told that,� a husband and wife became estranged and decided to 
separate. They moved away and lived in different parts of the country. The 
husband happened to return to the city on business and went out to the cemetery 
to the grave of their only son. Standing by the grave he heard a step behind him. 
When he turned, he saw his estranged wife. The initial impulse of both was to 
turn away. But they had a common interest in the grave, and instead of turning 
away they clasped hands over the grave of their son and were reconciled. They 
were reconciled by death.� 

 
Clarence E. Macartney 
 

Even so in Colossians, Paul tells us that God has reconciled us in the body of his 
flesh through death of his son. (vs. 21-22) 
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Are you reconciled to God? 
 
Do you know there is peace? 
 

You don�t have to run or hide 
 

You don�t have to be alienated 
 

You don�t have to be an enemy anymore 
 
You can become a child of God 
 
You can have peace with God through the blood of Jesus Christ 
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COLOSSIANS 1:23-29 - "The Marks of True Ministry"  
 
INTRODUCTION:  
�A STRANGE SIGN appeared on the desk of a Pentagon official. In bold black 
letters it read: 
 

THE SECRECY OF MY JOB DOES NOT PERMIT ME 
TO KNOW WHAT I AM DOING. 

 
That reminds me of a similar sign that could be placed on many a young 
minister�s desk: 
 

THE SACREDNESS OF MY JOB DOES NOT PERMIT ME 
TO KNOW WHAT I AM DOING.� 

 
      Charles R. Swindoll, The Bride 

 
The mention of �the gospel� in verse 23 serves as a transition from the work of 
God in reconciliation, to the ministry of Paul in proclamation. 
 
�I am made a minister.� (vs. 25) 
 

A Backwoods Preacher was not very eloquent but was often right on the 
mark. God definitely stepped into his life and called him and changed him. 
And though he was not very educated, he was deeply devoted to his 
calling. He listened on one occasion to a proud, young preacher � well 
educated but very impressed with his own background and skills, 
evidencing little power of God at work in his life. When the sermon was 
over and most people had left, the old preacher walked up to him and 
said, �Young man, was you sent or did you just went?� 

 
 Donald Barnhouse, Romans, Vol. 1 

 
Paul was a man sent by God! 
 
He knew what it meant to be a minister of Jesus Christ. 
 
 We are all called to be minister! 
 
  The word means: �Servant� 
 
What are the marks of true ministry? 
 

I. Shares the Gospel of Christ (vs. 23) 



 51

 
1. It�s the �Gospel� � It�s good news about Christ 

 
   It�s Christ! 
 

2. It was preached  
 

Romans 10:15 � � . . . How beautiful are the feet of them that 
preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good 
things!�  

 
3. It�s for every person � �to every creature which is under 

heaven.� 
 

Context: The Roman world of Paul�s time 
 
  How did they do it without T.V., Radio, etc.? 
 

Every Christian opened their mouth and 
shared the Gospel. 

 
Vance Havner: �The Gospel is not a secret to be hoarded 
but a story to be heralded. To many Christians are stuffing 
themselves with Gospel Blessings, while millions have never 
had a taste.� 

 
A true servant of Christ shares the good news of Christ! 

 
II. Suffers for the cause of Christ (vs. 24) 
 

Because Paul preached Christ Paul suffered 
 
 Paul was in prison. 
 
 Paul�s life:  
 

Act�s 15:16 � �But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he 
is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the 
Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel: For I will shew 
him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake.� 
 
II Cor. 11:23-28 � �Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a 
fool) I am more; in labours more abundant, in stripes above 
measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft. Of the 
Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. Thrice was 
I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered 
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shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep; In 
journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in 
perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in 
perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the 
sea, in perils among false brethren; In weariness and 
painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in 
fastings often, in cold and nakedness. Beside those things 
that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, the care 
of all the churches.� 

 
  Yet Paul, �Rejoiced� 
 
  How could Paul do that? 
 

1. He was suffering for the church! [for you] 
 

He knew the church was Christ�s body! 
 
 I love thy church, O God! 
 Her walls before thee stand, 

Dear as the apple of thine eye, 
And graven on thy hand.  
 
For her my tears shall fall, 
For her my prayers ascend, 
To her my cares and toils be given, 
Till toils and cares shall end. 

 
Timothy Dwight 

 
2. He was suffering for Christ (vs. 24) 
 

�fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ 
in my flesh� 

 
William Barclay � �Jesus died to save His church; but 
the Church must be upbuilt, and extended; it must be 
kept strong and pure and true; therefore, anyone who 
serves the Church by widening her borders, 
establishing her faith, saving her from errors, is doing 
the work of Christ. And if such service involves 
suffering and pain and sacrifice, that affliction is filling 
up and sharing the very suffering of Christ Himself. To 
suffer in the service of Christ is not a penalty, it is a 
privilege and an honour, for it is sharing in the work of 
Christ.� 
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To Paul it was, �. . . the fellowship of his sufferings . . 
.� (Phil 3:10) 
 
 Suffer now, glory after! 
 
Are you willing and ready to suffer for Christ and His 
church? 
 

Sharing Christian faith is a 
dangerous business 

 
-----Missionaries often provoke anger 
overseas. 

 
By Susan Sachs 
New York Times News Service 
 
As evangelical Christian emissaries have spread 
throughout the Muslim world, their presence has 
increasingly proved to be a lightning rod for anti-
American sentiment while provoking the anger of native 
Christian sects and Muslims. 
 
The murder of three American missionaries on Monday 
at the hospital where they worked in Yemen, and The 
killing of another American missionary in south Lebanon 
in November, underscored the dangers of working at the 
intersection of religion and politics. 
 
The negative reaction is not limited to Muslim countries, 
but has been seen in Hindu dominated Nations like 
India, where a Christian missionary family was burned to 
death in an attack three years ago. 
 
�With the rise of religious politics, whether they are 
Muslim or Hindu, missionaries come into the cross hairs 
of Muslim and Hindu fundamentalists,� said Bernard 
Haykel, an assistant professor of Middle Eastern studies 
and history at New York University. �Certainly as the 
Arab and Muslim world has become more radicalized 
Islamically, people have become more aware of 
missionaries and more irritated by them.� 
 
Christian missionaries have been active across much of 
the Muslim Middle east for hundreds of years. 
 
But successive generations of missionaries found that 
proselytizing to Muslims was a dangerous business. 
Under Muslim law, conversion from Islam is punishable 
by death. 
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Rather than enrage local authorities and risk their own 
deaths or expulsion, missionaries traditionally aimed for 
softer targets. American Protestant missionaries in the 
19th century built universities and hospitals. 
 
The Orthodox and Coptic churches, which have lived 
among Muslims for centuries, know how to cultivate their 
own flocks without threatening the political territory of 
Muslim rulers and clerics. The newly arrived evangelical 
Christian groups, in the view of these older indigenous 
churches, trample the unwritten rules. 

 
In Lebanon, the Roman Catholic diocese and Muslim 
groups have accused the evangelical Christians of trying 
to convert Muslims. One bishop said that Bonnie Penner 
Witherall, the missionary killed by a gunman last month, 
combined preaching about Christianity with the 
distribution of toys and food to Muslim children. 

 
Proselytizing sects like the Southern Baptist Convention 
which owns the hospital in Jibla, Yemen, have said they 
do not actively seek to convert people if prohibited by 
authorities. 

 
Remember, if we suffer with Him we shall also glory 
with Him! 

  
III. A Steward of the Mysteries of Christ (vs. 25-28) 
 

Paul�s ministry was a stewardship 
 
 �dispensation� (vs. 25) � literally, �house law� 
 

Matthew 25:14-29 - �For the kingdom of heaven is like a man 
traveling to a far country, who called his own servants and 
delivered his goods to them. "And to one he gave five 
talents, to another two, and to another one, to each 
according to his own ability; and immediately he went on a 
journey. "Then he who had received the five talents went 
and traded with them, and made another five talents. "And 
likewise he who had received two gained two more also. 
"But he who had received one went and dug in the ground, 
and hid his lord's money. "After a long time the lord of those 
servants came and settled accounts with them. "So he who 
had received five talents came and brought five other 
talents, saying, 'Lord, you delivered to me five talents; look, I 
have gained five more talents besides them.' "His lord said 
to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant; you were 
faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many 
things. Enter into the joy of your lord.' "He also who had 
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received two talents came and said, 'Lord, you delivered to 
me two talents; look, I have gained two more talents besides 
them.'  "His lord said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful 
servant; you have been faithful over a few things, I will make 
you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.'  
"Then he who had received the one talent came and said, 
'Lord, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you have 
not sown, and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 
'And I was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the ground. 
Look, there you have what is yours.'  "But his lord answered 
and said to him, 'You wicked and lazy servant, you knew that 
I reap where I have not sown, and gather where I have not 
scattered seed. 'So you ought to have deposited my money 
with the bankers, and at my coming I would have received 
back my own with interest. 'Therefore take the talent from 
him, and give it to him who has ten talents. 'For to everyone 
who has, more will be given, and he will have abundance; 
but from him who does not have, even what he has will be 
taken away.� 

 
  Paul�s stewardship was to �fulfill the word of God�. (vs. 25) 
 
  What did Paul mean by that? 
 

a. I must be faithful to get the word out. 
 
b. I must not compromise the word I get out. 

 
Notice five facts about Paul�s preaching:  
 

1. It revealed a �mystery� (vs. 26-27) 
 

�Christ in you, the hope of glory� (vs. 27) 
 

�Christ must be welcomed into the soul 
by repentance, enthroned in the heart 
by faith, enjoyed in the mind by 
surrender, and manifested in the life by 
obedience. 
 
   W. Griffith Thomas 

 
2. It was negative (vs. 28) 
 

�warning every man� (vs. 28) 
Paul admonished believers to watch for 
false teachers. 
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Acts 12:29-31 �For I know this, 
that after my departing shall 
grievous wolves enter in among 
you, not sparing the flock. Also of 
your own selves shall men arise, 
speaking perverse things, to draw 
away disciples after them.  
Therefore watch, and remember, 
that by the space of three years I 
ceased not to warn every one 
night and day with tears.� 

 
3. It was positive (vs. 28) 
 

�teaching every man in all wisdom� (vs. 28) 
 

Paul taught believers what to believe 
and how to behave.  

 
4. The goal of Paul�s preaching (vs. 28) 
 

�that we may present every man perfect 
(mature) in Christ Jesus� (vs. 28) 

 
  We are all stewards! 
 

Are you being faithful? 
 

IV. Strives in the Power of Christ (vs. 29) 
 

The connective �whereunto� shows Paul�s determination to accomplish   
 his ministry. 
           
 1. Paul Labored � the word stresses physical and mental  

exhaustion, weariness and toil 
 
    Paul labored making tents and preaching 

 
Paul knew �that his labor was not in vain in the Lord� 
(I Cor 15:58) 

 
2.        Paul Strove � taken from the terminology of wrestling 

 
�to agonize� 
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Eph 6:12 �For we wrestle not against flesh and 
blood, but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of 
this world, against spiritual wickedness in high 
places.� 

 
         Ministry is hard work! 
 

Luther worked so hard that many days according to his 
biographers, he fell into bed. Moody�s bedtime prayer on one 
occasion, as he rolled his bulk into bed, was. �Lord, I�m tired! 
Amen.� John Wesley rode sixry to seventy miles many days of his 
life and preached an average of three sermons a day, whether he 
was riding or not. Alexander Maclaren would het to his office when 
the workmen went to work so he could hear their boots outside, and 
would put on workmen�s boots to remind him why he was in his 
study. G. Campbell Morgan kept a newspaper clipping for twenty 
years, entitled �Sheer Hard Work,� and said: 
 

�What is true of the minister is true of every man who bears 
the name of Christ. We have not begun to touch the great 
business of salvation when we have sung, �Rescue the 
perishing, care for the dying.� We have not entered into the 
business of evangelizing the city or the world until we have 
put our own lives into the business, our own immediate 
physical endeavor, inspired by spiritual devotion.� 

  
       R. Kent Hughes � �Paul�s ministerial drive is a model for us all. We     
       will never have an authentic, apostolic ministry unless we are willing  
       to work to the point of exhaustion.� 
 
     It�s God that does the work through us (vs. 29) 
 
 �according to his working, which worketh in me mightily.� (vs. 29) 
 

I Cor 15:10 �But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace 
which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I laboured more 
abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was 
with me.� 

 
Some years ago a woman in Africa became a Christian. Being filled with 
gratitude, she decided to do something for Christ. She was blind, uneducated, 
and seventy years of age. She came to her missionary with her French Bible and 
asked her to underline John 3:16 in red ink. Mystified, the missionary watched 
her as she took her Bible and sat in front of a boy�s school in the afternoon. 
When school dismissed, she would call a boy or two and ask them if they knew 
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French. When they proudly responded that they did, she would say, �Please read 
the passage underlined in red.� When they did, she would ask, �Do you know 
what this means?� The missionary says that over the years twenty-four young 
men became pastors due to her work.� 
 
Review: 
 

1. Be ready to share the Gospel of Christ 
 
2. Be willing to suffer for Christ 

 
3. Be a faithful steward of Christ 

 
4. Strive in the Power of Christ 
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COLOSSIANS 2:1-7 - "Paul�s Shepherds Heart"  
 
INTRODUCTION:  
As we come to the second chapter of Colossians, we have a brief lifting of the 
curtain and we get a glimpse into the heart of Paul. Up to this point, this is by far, 
the most personal part of the letter. 
 
Paul has already spoken about his ministry to the church (1:23-29) but now, he 
expresses his concern for the church.  
 
In doing that Paul gives us a model of what our heart and concern should be for 
the church. 
 
Spiritual ministry should always be warm and personal; it should be done with the 
heart as well as the head. 
 

1 Thessalonians 2:8, �So being affectionately desirous of you, we were 
willing to have imparted unto you, not the gospel of God only, but also our 
own souls, because ye were dear unto us.� 

 
Why was Paul concerned? 
 
Answer: False Teachers! (vs. 4, 8, 16, 18) 
 
Paul was concerned that they not be beguiled, spoiled, or judged. 
 
To Review: 
 
Chapter 1 � Doctrine [Christ�s Preeminence Declared] 

 
Chapter 2 � Danger � [Christ�s Preeminence Defended] 
 

There were five dangers that concerned Paul: 
 

1. Enticing Rationalism (vs. 4-7) 
 
2. Vain Philosophy (vs. 8-10) 

 
3. Legalistic Rituals (vs. 11-17) 

 
4. Improper Mysticism (vs 18-19) 

 
5. Useless Asceticism (vs. 20-23) 

 
Asceticism: the denying of the flesh or body appetites in 
order to achieve spirituality.  
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I. Paul�s Concern (vs. 1-5) 
 

1. Its Intensity (vs. 1) 
 

�great conflict� � Gk. Agonizo we get the word �agony�  
 
Its the same word as used in 1:29, �striving� � a word picture taken 
from the Olympic games. 
 
It was not a physical struggle but a spiritual struggle against 
anxieties and concerns for the Colossians spiritual welfare. 

 
I heard the story of a young minister who was applying for  
ordination before a board of elders; one of them was E.W. 
Sangster. The young preacher was timid and felt he wasn�t 
suitable or adequate. But when he got before the board he 
said, �listen, before I share with you, I�m not a man who can 
set the Thames on fire�. E.W. Sangster looked at him and 
said, �young man, I�m not concerned about whether you can 
set the Thames on fire, I�m concerned if I pick you up by the 
scruff of the neck and drop you in the Thames, would it 
sizzle? I want to know your heart, are you fervent, devoted, 
do you love God?� 

 
  Paul was a man who was devoted to his ministry. 
 

It was said that when George Whitefield would preach, 
people, who didn�t believe in God, would come and listen to 
him because he believed in God. They knew that he 
believed what he preached because he preached it with 
agonizo, concern! 

 
William Carey once took the leather from his shoe repair 
store and made a globe of leather and prayed and agonized 
over India. 

 
It�s the concern a parent has for their child! 

 
Paul�s concern is even more amazing when you realize that he had 
never seen these people (vs. 1b). He�d never been to Colosse, 
Laodicia; he�s never seen the church yet he carried them in his 
heart. 
 
How about you?  
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Have you ever been concerned for people you�ve never seen? 
 

2. Its Heart (vs. 2-3) 
 

A. Encouragement (vs. 2) �  
 

�that their hearts might be comforted, . . .� 
 
 �comforted� � Literally, �to be called beside� 
 

John 14:16, �And I will pray the Father, and he 
shall give you another Comforter, that he may 
abide with you for ever;� 

 
        B. Endearment (vs. 2)   
 
   �. . . being knit together in love, . . .� 
 
    It�s a medical metaphor, �to join or unite together�  
 

To be comforted or strengthened in Christ I must be 
knit together in Love with other believers! 

 
F. F. Bruce:  
�Paul emphasizes that the revelation of God 
cannot be properly known apart from the 
cultivation of brotherly love within the Christian 
community.� 

 
R. Kent Hughes:  
�We cannot pursue knowledge of God in willful, 
unloving isolation, rejecting fellowship with 
others.� 

 
Colossians 3:14, �And above all these things put on 
charity, which is the bond of perfectness.� 

 
C. Enrichment (vs. 2-3) 
 

�. . . unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to 
the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the 
Father, and of Christ; In whom are hid all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge.� 
 
Its full assurance 
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We need to know our riches in Christ so we don�t go 
looking elsewhere! 

 
Notice in verse 3, that In Christ we find all the treasures (GK: 
Thesaurus� � wisdom, knowledge)  
 
It�s found in a person, Jesus Christ! 
 
 Keep your focus on Jesus! 

 
3. Its Motivation (vs. 4-5) 

 
Why is Paul saying all of this? 

 
Answer (vs. 14)  

 
�. . . lest any man should beguile you with enticing words.� 

 
There are two things false teachers do: 

 
1. Beguile � it means to deceive by false reckoning; it 

involves the use of false logic. 
 

The false teachers gave erroneous interpretations giving 
meanings and making applications that weren�t rue to 
Scripture (not rightly dividing the Word). 
 
Sound or proper interpretation must always precede 
application. If your interpretation of a verse is wrong then 
your application will be wrong too!  
 
It�s the same today, �God wants you rich!� 

 
2. Entice � it means to use persuasive speech. 
 

It�s used to picture a slick talking salesman who sells 
you something you don�t want.  

 
Notice Paul�s words in 1 Cor 2:4, �And my speech and 
my preaching was not with enticing words of man's 
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power:�   

II. Paul�s Charge (vs. 6-7) 
 

Paul charges them to �walk in Christ� (vs. 6)  
 
 It�s in the present tense � �daily, continually walk�   



 63

 How are they to walk? 
 

1. By Faith (vs. 6)  
 

�As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus . . .� 
 
 It�s not a feeling, its faith, based upon God�s Word! 
 
  Hab 2:4, �. . . the just shall live by his faith.� 

 
2. In Him (vs. 6) 
 

Like a fish swims in water; a bird flies in the air; a 
person breaths the air. 

 
3. Rooted (vs. 7) 
 

A word picture of a tree. 
 
When you were saved you were planted in Christ. 
Therefore, let you roots grow down deep in Him! 
 
 How? -  Bible Study 
 

Don�t be a tumbleweed 
 

Eph 4:14, �That we henceforth be no 
more children, tossed to and fro, and 
carried about with every wind of 
doctrine, by the sleight of men, and 
cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in 
wait to deceive;� 

    
4. Built up in Him (vs. 7) 
 

A word picture of a building. 
 
Christ is the solid rock foundation. 
 
 Don�t be moved! 

5. Taught (vs. 7) 
 

A word picture of a school. 
 
Growing in grace and knowledge. 
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6. Abounding in Thanksgiving (vs. 7) 
 

A word picture of a river overflowing its banks. 
 
Our life is to be overflowing with thanksgiving. 
 

Paul is saying: you are to be rooted like a tree; 
built up like a building; taught in a school; and 
abounding like a river with thanksgiving.  

 
Warren W. Wiersbe: �By reviewing these pictures of 
spiritual progress, we see how the growing Christian 
can easily defeat the enemy and not be led astray. If 
his spiritual roots are deep in Christ, he will not want 
any other soil. If Christ is his sure foundation, he has 
no need to move. If he is studying and growing in the 
Word, he will not be easily enticed by false doctrine. 
And if his heart is overflowing with thanksgiving, he 
will not even consider turning from the fullness he has 
in Christ. A grounded, growing, grateful believer 
will not be led astray. 
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COLOSSIANS 2:8-10 - "Complete in Christ"  
 
Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the 
tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. For in him 
dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. And ye are complete in him, which 
is the head of all principality and power: 
 
INTRODUCTION:  
The great Donald Gray Barnhouse once told a story of a childhood prank he and 
his friends use to play in downtown Philadelphia. They would gather, he said, on 
a busy street corner and look up into the sky. One of the boys would say, �yes it 
is!� another would say, �no it isn�t�. As they stood there staring up into the sky a 
crowd would begin to gather around them. The boys would then slip out of the 
crowd and watch the show humorously as the people stared into nothingness 
wondering what was going on.  
 
Commenting on this Barnhouse said, �that little incident is a good illustration of all 
the earth-born religions. People talk about having faith; they tell you to look in a 
direction where there is absolutely nothing. Some people are so desperately in 
need of seeing something that they will look till they are almost blind, yet they 
never catch a glimpse of anything real.� 
 
Paul�s great concern for the Colossian believers was that they not be led off the 
path of devotion to Christ. (vs. 8) 
 
They were in danger of reverting to a man made philosophy that was a religious 
system and not after Christ. 
 
Paul knew that this would lead to bondage.  
 
Paul did two things: 
 

1. He issued a warning of the deficiency of man�s philosophy. (vs. 8) 
 
2. He prescribed the safeguard of Christ�s sufficiency. (vs. 9-10) 

 
Christ is the safeguard! 
 
For a Christian to avoid being �spoiled� we must understand both 
Christ�s sufficiency (vs. 9) and our �completeness in Christ�. (vs. 10) 
 
Key: �In Him� (vs. 10) 

 
I. The Warning of Philosophies Deficiency (vs. 8) 
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1. �Beware� (it�s a warning), it�s a present active imperative, so it�s a 
command �to be on constant alert.� 

 
Kenneth Wuest, �Be constantly looking out, keep a watchful eye 
ever open.� 
 

Philippians 3:2, �Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, 
beware of the concision.� 

 
Lesson: It�s our job to keep our eyes open . . . be careful, don�t 
become unloving!  

 
  Note: Error is rarely separate from personality 
 

�Lest any man� (vs. 8) � even in the church. 
 
Acts 20:29-31, �For I know this, that after my departing shall 
grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. 
Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse 
things, to draw away disciples after them. Therefore watch, 
and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not 
to warn every one night and day with tears.� 

 
2. Why do we need to be on constant alert? 
 
  Because false teachers want to �spoil you�. 
 

Literally it�s to �carry you off as a captive.� To kidnap you from your 
spiritual family and sell you as a slave to false doctrine. 
 
Like the cultists of today, the false teachers in Paul�s day didn�t go 
out and win the lost, they �kidnapped� converts from churches. 
 
 Illustration: Jehovah�s Witnesses, Mormons 
 
Why? 
 
 They don�t know the Bible! 

                    
3. How do the heretics capture believers? 
   

A. Philosophy 
Literally, �love of wisdom� 
 
Paul was not against wisdom per se; rather, he opposed a 
specific type of philosophy. In the Greek text it reads, �the 



 67

philosophy�. It was a love of wisdom for the sake of wisdom. It 
was a philosophy that was humanistic as Paul spoke of it in First 
Corinthians, �the wisdom of this world�. 
 
True wisdom is found in the fear of the Lord, and centers in 
Christ. 
 
Many pastors are preaching, not the word of God, but the 
philosophy of man. 

 
B. Vain deceit 
 

What is taught is empty. It has no substance to edify. It�s void of 
spiritual truth, power, and hope. 
 

II Timothy 4:3-4, �For the time will come when they will not 
endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they 
heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they 
shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned 
unto fables.� 

 
C. Tradition of man 
 

Colossians 2:21-22, �(Touch not; taste not; handle not;  Which 
all are to perish with the using;) after the commandments and 
doctrines of men?� 
 

Key: �of men� 
 
What�s your authority? 
 
 The word of God! 

 
D. After the rudiments of the world 
 

The word was used of anything, which appeared in a row or a 
series. It was used for the letters of the alphabet, the 
fundamentals, or the basics. 
 
Paul is saying, to turn from the wisdom of God found in divine 
revelation to humanistic philosophy, is like going back to 
kindergarten and learning your ABC�s. 
The false teachers were combining: 
 

1. Greek philosophy 
2. Jewish legalism (vs. 16-17) 
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3. Eastern Mysticism (vs. 18-19)  
 

E. Not after Christ 
 

Paul does not say, �after Christ�s teaching�, but �after Chrust�. 
 
Christianity is Christ! 
 
It�s knowing Him, loving Him, and walking in Him. 
 
Paul would have the Colossians test all teaching by whether or 
not it agreed with the doctrines of Christ. Phillips translation of 
this verse is helpful: �Be careful that nobody spoils your faith 
through intellectualism or high sounding nonsense. Such stuff is 
at best founded on men�s ideas of the nature of the world, and 
disregards Christ! 
 
Give them the Christ test! 

 
II. The Safeguard of Christ�s Sufficiency (vs. 9-10) 
 

The connective �for� indicates the reason why believers should beware 
of a philosophy which is not after Christ. 
 
Two reasons: 
 

1. The fullness of God in Christ (vs. 9) 
 

Jesus is God! 
 

If in Christ the fullness of the Godhead dwells, then He is the 
source of all truth, and any teaching which does not accord 
with Him is false! 
 
Remember in Colossians 1:19, �For it pleased the Father 
that in him should all fulness dwell;� Paul said the same 
thing. 
 
Now in Colossians 2:9 Paul tells us, �For in him dwelleth all 
the fulness of the Godhead bodily.�  
 
This is perhaps the most definitive statements of Christ�s 
deity in the Bible. This verse shatters all attempts to disprove 
Christ�s deity. 
 
 Illustration: Jehovah�s Witnesses, Christian Science 
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William MacDonald points out what he calls, �the intended 
accumulation of evidence as to the fact that Christ is God.� 
 

1. You have His deity: �for in Him dwells . . . the 
Godhead bodily.� 

 
2. You have what someone has called the amplitude 

of deity: �for in him dwells the fullness of the 
Godhead bodily.� 

 
3. You have what has been called the absolute 

completeness of deity: �for in Him dwells all the 
fullness of the Godhead bodily.�  

 
This verse teaches: 
 

1.  that the fullness of deity eternally dwells in Christ. 
 
2. that the fullness of deity dwells in Him, as one       
      having a human body. 

 
   Jesus is the exalted God-man in Heaven. 
 
   Some say God, some say man, the Bible says, �God-man� 
 

Jesus is not merely great, He was, is, and always will be 
God.  
 
No wonder Paul says in verse 3, �In whom are hid all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge.� 
 
No wonder Christ should have �preeminence� (Colossians 
1:1) 
 
Plato yearned for a divine word � �Logos� 
 
 It�s Jesus! 
 

John 1:1, �In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God.�  
 
John 1:14, �And the Word was made flesh, and 
dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the 
glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full 
of grace and truth.� 
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John 1:18, �No man hath seen God at any 
time; the only begotten Son, which is in the 
bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.� 

 
  2.   The Completeness of the believer in Christ (vs. 10) 
 

Paul is saying that as believers we are in Christ and so 
share in His fullness. 
 
In Him we are �full� or �complete� 
 

Ephesians 1:3, �Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all 
spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:� 

 
All believers are complete in Christ.  
 

Not just super saints but all saints! 
 
   It�s our position not our practice. 
 
   When did we get put in Christ? 
 
    The moment we were saved! 
 
   How did we get in Christ? 
 
    By the power of the Holy Spirit! 
 

The word  �complete� is a nautical term used to describe a 
ship fully rigged and equipped for voyage. 
 
Warren W. Wiersbe, �When a person is born again into the 
family of God, he is born complete in Christ. His spiritual 
growth is not by addition, but by nutrition. He grows from the 
inside out. Nothing needs to be added to Christ because He 
already is the very fullness of God. As the believer draws on 
Christ�s fullness, he is �filled unto all the fullness of God� 
(Eph. 3:19). What more does he need.� 
 
Jesus is the head of all spirit beings (vs. 10) 
 
In the fall of man lost his completeness.  
 
In Christ man�s emptiness is filled.  
 



 71

He is a path, if any be misled; 
He is a robe, if any naked be; 

If any chance to hunger, he is bread; 
If any be a bondman, he is free; 

If any be but weak, how strong is he! 
To dead men, life he is, to sick men health, 

To blind men sight, and to the needy, wealth. 
 
Jesus said I am: 
 
 The way 
 
 The Truth 
 
 The Life 
 
We sing, �Thou, O Christ, art all I want more than all in thee I 
find.� 
 
How sad that we have, �. . .forsaken me the fountain of living 
waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that 
can hold no water.� (Jer. 2:13) 
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COLOSSIANS 2:8-10 - "Complete in Christ" (Pt. 2) 
 
INTRODUCTION: 
As we come to Paul�s words in verses 11 to 15, we discover that he is 
elaborating upon the truth found in the 10th verse; that the believer is complete in 
Christ. 
 
Our fullness or completeness is not in ourselves; it�s in Christ, our position in Him 
and our identification with Him. 
 

Colossians 2:11, �In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision 
made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the 
circumcision of Christ:� 
 
Colossians 2:12, �Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen 
with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him 
from the dead.� 
 
Colossians 2:13, �And you, being dead in your sins and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, 
having forgiven you all trespasses;� 

 
Knowing, believing, and acting upon your position in Christ, and your 
identification with Christ�s death, burial, and resurrection, is the basis for all 
victorious Christian living. 
 
Paul explains our threefold identification with Jesus Christ showing us that 
whatever happened to Christ happened to us! 
 
In Christ we are three (3) things: 
 

I. Dead and Buried (vs. 11-12a) 
 

Colossians 2:11, �In whom also ye . . . � 
 

Ephesians 1:3, �Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings 
in heavenly places in Christ:� 

 
       Our position in Christ guarantees all spiritual blessings. 
 
        You are what? �Circumcised� 
 

Paul is not speaking about the Jewish rite of circumcision. 
 
 Paul points out that it�s �made without hands� (vs. 11) 
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 It�s spiritual; it�s the heart 
 

Illustration: Stephen in Acts 7:51, �Ye stiffnecked and 
uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist 
the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye.� 

 
For the Christian it signifies death to the flesh, or the old 
man. It�s putting aside the evil, corrupt, unregenerate nature 
we inherited from Adam. 
 

Colossians 2:11, � . . . putting off the body of the sins 
of the flesh . . .� 
 
It�s done by Christ! 
 

Colossians 2:11, � . . . by the circumcision of  
Christ:� 

 
    It happens at conversion. 
 
   You are dead to the old nature. 
 

Romans 6:6, �Knowing this, that our old man is 
crucified with him, that the body of sin might be 
destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.� 
 
 Greek: katargeo  
 

Literally, �to put out of business� 
 
   You are �buried� (vs. 12) 
 

Romans 6:3, �Know ye not, that so many of us as 
were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his 
death?� 
 
 Know, Reckon, Yield 

 
II. Risen and Living (vs. 12b-13a) 
 

Baptism pictures not only death, but also, resurrection. 
 
 Colossians 2:12, � . . . ye are risen with him . . . � 
 
How?  
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 Colossians 2:12, � . . . through the faith of the operation of God . . . � 
 

It�s reckon. 
 

Romans 6:6, �Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with 
him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth 
we should not serve sin.� 

 
      The need for resurrection. 
 

Colossians 2:13, �. . . you, being dead in your sins . . .� 
 
 Colossians 2:13, �. . . the uncircumcision of your flesh . . . � 
 
  They were Gentiles 
 

Separated by race (as well as their sin) 
 

Ephesians 2:5, �Even when we were dead in sins, 
hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye 
are saved;)� 

 
III. Forgiven and Free (vs. 13b-15) 
 

There can be no spiritual life apart from forgiveness. 
 
A. God�s forgiveness for us is complete. 
 

 Colossians 2:13, � . . . having forgiven you all trespasses;� 
 

When does this forgiveness happen? 
 

At the moment you accept it. 
 

B. God�s forgiveness is gracious. 
 

Romans 3:24, �Being justified freely by his grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus:� 

 
C. God�s forgiveness is certain. 

Because it�s based on the promise of God. 
 

D. God�s forgiveness is motivating. 
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Ephesians 4:32, �And be ye kind one to another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for 
Christ's sake hath forgiven you.� 

 
E. God�s forgiveness is liberating. (vs. 14) 
 

Colossians 2:14, �Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that 
was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the 
way, nailing it to his cross;� 

 
Forgiveness means I am free from the law�s debt and 
condemnation. 
 
 The character of the law (vs. 14) 
 

1. It�s a certificate of debt  
 

Colossians 2:14, � . . . the handwriting of 
ordinances . . . � 

 
2. It�s against us 
 

Colossians 2:14, � . . . that was against us, . . � 
 

3. It�s contrary to us � �out to get us� 
 

Notice what Jesus did on the cross for us: 
 

1. He erased the debt  
 

Colossians 2:14, �Blotting out . . .� 
 

John 19:30, �When Jesus therefore had received the 
vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed his 
head, and gave up the ghost.� 

 
2. He took it out of the way 
 

It can�t come back to get payment 
 
     It can�t sanctify us 
 

3. He nailed it to His cross 
 

At the cross Jesus covered all trespasses; 
past, present, and future. 
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R. Kent Hughes, �The burden of guilt was 
immense. The more they and we sinned, the 
more the decrees became �against us� and 
�opposed to us.� Christ took the IOUs and 
nailed them to the Cross above his head (just 
as the charges were nailed over him by Pilate), 
and then completely forgave us all. J. B. 
Phillips�s translation catches the idea: 
 

He has forgiven you all your sins; Christ has 
utterly wiped out the damning evidence of 
broken laws and commandments which always 
hung over our heads, and completely annulled it 
by nailing it over his own head on the cross.� 

 
R. Kent Hughes, �total forgiveness is 
something to celebrate. It is beyond anything 
positive thinking, therapy, or hypnosis can 
provide. It is complete extending to the 
conscious and unconscious sins in our lives.� 

 
4. He spoiled Satan�s power 
 

a. He spoiled him (divested him) 
 

b. He displayed him 
 

c. He triumphed over him  
 

Satan is defeated, he has NO power over your life! 
 
We are victorious in Jesus 
 
 Know, Reckon, Yield 
 
Illustration: Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead 
(John 11) 
 

a. He was dead 
 
b. He was raised and given life 

 
c. He was loosed 

 
When as a young teenager Stuart Briscoe was drafted into the Royal Marines 
during the Korean War, he came under the control of a particularly imposing 
regimental sergeant major who strode around the barracks leaving a train of 



 77

tough men quaking in their boots. Briscoe did not realize how dominant this man 
had become in his life until the day he was released from the Marines. Clutching 
his papers in one hand, he was luxuriating (enjoying) in his newfound freedom to 
the extent of putting the other hand in his pocket, slouching a little, and whistling 
� sins so heinous that if they had been observed by the sergeant major, they 
would have landed him in big trouble! Then Briscoe saw him striding toward him. 
On an impulse he sprang into the posture of a Marine until he realized that he 
had died to him. He was not dead, and neither was the sergeant major. But as far 
as the sergeant major�s domination of his life was concerned, it was all a matter 
of history. So Briscoe did some reckoning, decided not to yield to the man�s 
tyranny, and demonstrated that fact by refusing to swing his arms high and 
march as if on parade and keep his back at ramrod stiffness. Instead he 
presented his feet, hands, and back to his new-found freedom as a former 
Marine � and the sergeant major could not do a thing about it. 
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COLOSSIANS 2:16-23 - "Don�t Lose Your Fullness"  
 
INTRODUCTION: 
The believers in the churches of the Lycus Valley were facing the danger of 
spiritual intimidation. False teachers were telling them that Jesus Christ was not 
sufficient, that they needed something more . . . 
 
The �something more� the false teachers offered was a syncretism of pagan 
philosophy, Jewish legalism, mysticism, and asceticism. 
 
Paul had already warned us not to let �any man spoil you� (vs. 8) 
 

Colossians 2:8, �Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and 
vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and 
not after Christ.� 

 
Remember, we are �complete� in Him (vs. 10) 
 

Colossians 2:10, �And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all 
principality and power:� 

 
Paul�s warnings are not over, he sounds the trumpet again. 
 
There are three dangers the Colossian believers faced. Dangers which we still 
face these today, that can keep us from enjoying our fullness in Christ.  
 

I. Legalism � �Let no one Judge You� (vs. 16-17) 
 

Colossians 2:16-17, �Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in 
drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the 
sabbath days: Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is 
of Christ.� 

 
Legalism is the religion of human achievement. It teaches that 
salvation, and spirituality is based on Christ plus human works. 

 
It fails to recognize that God�s grace has made us acceptable to Him 
and that human works have no part in it. 
 
A. There were two areas the legalist�s were judging them (vs. 16) 
 
 �Diet and Days� � it�s the same today. 
 

The Gnostic Judaizers were trying to impose Mosaic legalism on    
the Colossians as a means to spiritual perfection. 
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 Paul says, �don�t let them judge you.� 
 

1. diet (vs. 16) �food and drink� 
 

Jesus: 
 
Mark 7:15, �There is nothing from without a 
man, that entering into him can defile him: but 
the things which come out of him, those are 
they that defile the man.� 

 
Paul: 

 
I Timothy 4:3, �Forbidding to marry, and 
commanding to abstain from meats, which God 
hath created to be received with thanksgiving 
of them which believe and know the truth.� 
 
I Corinthians 8:8, �But meat commendeth us 
not to God: for neither, if we eat, are we the 
better; neither, if we eat not, are we the worse.� 
 
Romans 14:17, �For the kingdom of God is not 
meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghost.� 

 
2. �days� (vs. 16) - Holydays (Years); New moon 

(Months); The Sabbath (Days) 
 
John MacArthur, Jr., - �Contrary to the claims 
of some today, Christians are not required to 
worship on the Sabbath day. It, like the other 
Old Covenant holy days Paul mentions, is not 
binding under the New Covenant. There is 
convincing evidence for that in Scripture: 
 
First, the Sabbath was the sign to Israel of the 
Old Covenant (ex. 31:16-17; Neh. 9:14; Ezek. 
20:12). Because we are now under the New 
Covenant (Heb. 8), we are no longer required 
to keep the sign of the Old Covenant. 
Second, the New Testament nowhere 
commands Christians to observe the Sabbath. 
 
Third, in our only glimpse of an early church 
worship service in the New Testament, we find 
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the church meeting on Sunday, the first day of 
the week (Acts 20:7). 
 
Fourth, we find no hint in the Old Testament 
that God expected the Gentile nations to 
observe the Sabbath, nor are they ever 
condemned for failing to do so. That is certainly 
strange if He expected all peoples to observe 
the Sabbath. 
 
Fifth, there is no evidence of anyone�s keeping 
the Sabbath before the time of Moses, nor are 
there any commands to keep the Sabbath 
before the giving of the law at Mount Sinai. 
 
Sixth, the Jerusalem Council did not impose 
Sabbath keeping on the Gentile believers (Acts 
15). 
 
Seventh, Paul warned the Gentiles about many 
different sins in his epistles, but never about 
breaking the Sabbath. 
 
Eighth, Paul rebuked the Galatians for thinking 
God expected them to observe special days 
(including the Sabbath) (Gal. 4:10-11). 
 
Ninth, Paul taught that keeping the Sabbath 
was a matter of Christian liberty (Rom. 14:5). 
 
Tenth, the early church Fathers, from Ignatius 
to Augustine, taught that the Old Testament 
Sabbath had been abolished and that the first 
day of the week (Sunday) was the day when 
Christians should meet for worship. That 
disproves the claim of some that Sunday 
worship was not instituted until the fourth 
century.� 

 
B. The weakness of legalism (vs. 17) 
 

It�s only a shadow. 
 

Colossians 2:17, �Which are a shadow of things to come; but 
the body is of Christ.� 
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Hebrews 10:1, �For the law having a shadow of good things 
to come, and not the very image of the things, can never 
with those sacrifices which they offered year by year 
continually make the comers thereunto perfect.� 
 
 Why the law? 
 

To produce a sense of moral guilt and drive the 
convicted sinner to put his faith in the gracious 
provision of God, the cross of Jesus Christ.  

 
    Why the sacrificial system? 
 

It pictures what Jesus Christ would do for them 
on the cross. 
 
Christ is the reality! 

 
  Legalism leads to: 
 

1. Judgmentalism (Matthew 7) 
2. Uniformity 
3. A Surface Faith (outward only) 
4. Pride � you can measure your spiritual life; even brag 

about it. 
5. Joylessness  
 

�As the savage tribesman observed when a 
missionary was trying to convert him. The tribesman 
was very old and the missionary was very Old 
Testament, with a version of Christianity which leaned 
very heavily on the �thou shalt nots.� After listening to 
what the missionary said, the tribesman replied, �To 
be old and to be Christian, they are the same thing!.� 

 
II. Mysticism � �Let no one Disqualify You� (vs. 18-19) 
 

Colossians 2:18-19, �Let no man beguile you of your reward in a 
voluntary humility and worshipping of angels, intruding into those 
things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, 
And not holding the Head, from which all the body by joints and bands 
having nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the 
increase of God.� 

 
Mysticism is defined as the pursuit of a deeper or higher subjective 
religious experience. It is the belief that spiritual reality is perceived 
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apart from the human intellect and natural senses. It looks for truth 
internally, weighing feelings, intuition, and other internal sensations 
more heavily than objective, observable, external data. Mysticism 
ultimately derives its authority from a self-actualized, self-authenticated 
light rising from within. 
 
The false teachers claimed �special visions� and �revelations� and 
contact with angels and spirits. 
  
 Today we have the New Agers and extreme Penticostalism.  
 
Paul says, �Let no man beguile you. . . � 
 
 It�s �defraud� � from two words �prize� and �umpire� 
 
  Literally, it means to disqualify one of a prize. 
 

This deceptive mysticism will rob you of your prize (Jesus Christ). 
 
   Two things about false mysticism: 
 

1. It promotes self (vs. 18) 
 

a. � voluntary humility and worshipping of angels�. 
 

A false humility that is really spiritual pride.  
 

b. They take their stand on visions only they see. 
 

It�s to intimidate them. 
 

c. Their empty minds are puffed up. 
 

Their unspiritual minds puff them up with idle 
notions. 

 
2. It demotes Christ (vs. 19) �not holding the Head, . . . �  
 

The big problem: Not united to Christ. 
 

There�s no life or growth apart from Christ.  
John 15:5,� I am the vine, ye are the 
branches: He that abideth in me, and I 
in him, the same bringeth forth much 
fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.� 
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The Holy Spirit came to glorify Christ. 
 

John 15:26. �But when the 
Comforter is come, whom I will 
send unto you from the Father, 
even the Spirit of truth, which 
proceedeth from the Father, he 
shall testify of me:� 

 
In the church: Colossians 1:18, �And he 
is the head of the body, the church: who 
is the beginning, the firstborn from the 
dead; that in all things he might have the 
preeminence.� 
 
Notice two things concerning Christ and 
His church. (vs. 19) 
 

1. He�s the head of the church. 
2. He nourishes the church. 

 
Watch out for those who would: promote self 
and demote Christ!  

 
III. Asceticism � �Let no one Enslave You� (vs. 20-23) 
 

Colossians 2:20-23, �Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the 
rudiments of the world, why, as though living in the world, are ye 
subject to ordinances, (Touch not; taste not; handle not; Which all are 
to perish with the using;) after the commandments and doctrines of 
men? Which things have indeed a shew of wisdom in will worship, and 
humility, and neglecting of the body; not in any honour to the satisfying 
of the flesh.� 
 
Asceticism and legalism are partners in humanistic religion. Asceticism 
promotes self-denial, the deliberate refusal to have material comforts 
as a means to spirituality. 
 
The false teachers taught a form of philosophical dualism. They 
practiced asceticism in an attempt to free the spirit from the prison of 
the body. 
The view that the body is evil is not Biblical, yet it�s found its way into 
the church. 
 
�In the 4th century, St. Ascepsimas wore so many chains that he had 
to crawl around on hands and knees. Besarion, a monk, would not 
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even give in to his body�s desire for restful sleep � for forty years he 
would not lie down while sleeping. Macarius the younger sat naked in a 
swamp for six months until mosquito bites made him look like a victim 
of leprosy. St. Maron spent eleven years in a hollowed-out tree trunk. 
Others lived in caves, dens of beasts, dry wells � even tombs. 
 
To suffer the discomfort of filth, stench, worms, and maggots were 
considered to be spiritually beneficial and a sign of victory over the 
body.� 
 
 Also, marriage, sex, sleep, food, and clothes. 
 
Notice three things about Asceticism from our text: 
 

1. It�s ignorance (vs. 20) 
 

They forgot they were dead with Christ. 
 

2. It�s description (vs. 21) 
 

It�s all negative � �thou shalt not� 
 

They measure spirituality by the absence of 
prescribed sin rather than by the presence of 
positive virtues. 

 
I Timothy 4:3, �Forbidding to marry, and 
commanding to abstain from meats, which God 
hath created to be received with thanksgiving 
of them which believe and know the truth.� 

 
3. It�s weakness (vs. 22-23) 
 

a) It�s a man made teaching (vs. 22) 
 
 Jesus never taught it! 
 

Jesus said in Mark 7:15, �There is nothing from 
without a man, that entering into him can defile 
him: but the things which come out of him, 
those are they that defile the man.� 

    b) It�s hypocritical (vs. 23)  
 

�. . . a shew of wisdom . . .� 
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Jesus said in Matthew 6:16, �Moreover when 
ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a sad 
countenance: for they disfigure their faces, that 
they may appear unto men to fast. Verily I say 
unto you, They have their reward.�  
 
R. Kent Hughes, �Asceticism has its own 
seductiveness. Today, in its Eastern form, it 
attracts the indulgent, cultured elite. 
Thousands today have their gurus through 
whom they make their ascetic �nod-to-God.� 
Seen for what it really is, this is an expression 
of independence from God which says, �I�m 
going to get to God on my own terms, by my 
own might.� Asceticism feeds the flesh by 
starving it.� 

 
c) It�s powerless to overcome the sin nature  

(vs. 23) 
 
Colossians 2:23, The New International 
Version (NIV): 
 
�Such regulations indeed have an appearance 
of wisdom, with their self-imposed worship, 
their false humility and their harsh treatment of 
the body, but they lack any value in restraining 
sensual indulgence.� 

 
The only cure for sins of the flesh is 
submission to the Holy Spirit. 
 
 Laws can�t liberate you. 

 
By various maxims, forms and rules 
That pass for wisdom in the schools, 

I thought my passions to restrain; 
But all my efforts proved in vain. 

 
But since my Saviour I have known 

My rules are all reduced to one, 
To keep my Lord by faith in view, 

This strength supplies and motives too. 
 
The answer to legalism is the continual realization of the grace of Christ. The 
answer to mysticism is an understanding of how profoundly we are related to 
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Christ. The answer to asceticism is the reckoning that we have died, been buried, 
and are resurrected with Christ. The answer is where it all began: at the foot of 
the Cross. 
 
R. Kent Hughes, �I have seen in my own life and the lives of those I have 
counseled that there is a tendency to move away from where we had our 
beginning: the Cross. All of our theology, all of our preaching, all of our singing 
hymns together, the disciplines of life experienced in family and relationships are 
meant to keep us right at the foot of the Cross � simply drinking long and deep 
from the Fountainhead, Jesus Christ.� 
 
Fullness is found in Jesus Christ alone!    
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COLOSSIANS 3:1-14 � �Off With The Old, On With The New� 
 
INTRODUCTION: 
For the apostle Paul the pattern has always been the same; creed comes before 
conduct and belief before behavior. 
 
In Colossians Chapters 1-2, Paul both declared and defended Christ�s 
preeminence. 
 
Now, in Chapters 3-4, Paul says we must demonstrate Christ�s preeminence in 
our lives. 
 

D.L. Moody use to say, �Every Christians Bible should be bound in shoe 
leather.� 

 
What we learn must affect the way we live. 
 
Paul paints the picture of putting off garments of the old life (vs. 9) and putting on 
the new man, the garments of grace. (vs. 10) 
 
To do this Paul gives us three (3) instructions: 
 

I. Seek the Heavenly (vs. 1-4) 
 

Colossians 3:1-4, �If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things 
which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set 
your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. For ye are 
dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our 
life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.� 

 
The basis of victorious living is found in verse 1: 
 
�Since then you have been raised with Christ . . . � (N.I.V.) 
 

Not �if�, as Paul used in Colossians 1:23, �If ye continue in the faith 
grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the 
gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every 
creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a 
minister;� 

 
       Since I am risen with Christ, what shall I do? 

I should not seek empty philosophies, religious legalism, or man 
made disciplines. 
 
1. I should (vs. 1) �. . . seek those things which are above, . . . � 
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  Literally, keep on seeking � a constant daily desire. 
 

We are not to seek things below, but above! 
 

What are the things that are above? 
 

(vs. 1) � . . . where Christ sitteth on the right hand of 
God. .  .� 

 
    It�s seeking Christ! 
 

Philippians 3:10, �That I may know him, and the 
power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his 
sufferings, being made conformable unto his death;� 

 
   How? 
 

Answer (vs. 12) �Set your affection on things above, not on 
things on the earth.� 
 
To be earthly good, we must be Heavenly minded. 
 
I need to seek and think Heavenly things. 
 

The story is told of penny-pinching Jack Benny was 
walking along when suddenly an armed robber 
approached and said, �Your money or your life!� 
There was a long pause as Benny did nothing. The 
robber impatiently cried, �Well?� Jack Benny replied, 
�Don�t rush me! I�m thinking about it.� Millions of 
people today think their things are their life.  

 
Jesus said, �For where your treasure is, there will 
your heart be also.� (Matt. 6:21; Luke 12:34) 

 
   How do I maintain a mind set on things above? 
 
    Not T.V. or movies 
 
    Bible reading and study 
 
    Prayer 
 
    Fellowship 
 
    Praise and Worship  
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2.       Reasons we should seek and think upon Heavenly things     
           (vs. 3-4) 
 

Colossians 3:3-4, �For ye are dead, and your life is hid with 
Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, 
then shall ye also appear with him in glory.� 
 
a) You have died in Christ (vs. 3) 
 

Herbert W. Cragg � �By this act of identification with 
Christ we have set the cross of Christ between 
ourselves and all the subtle allurements of sin . . . � 

 
b) Your life is hid with Christ in God (vs. 3) 

 
Robert G. Gromacki, �The perfect verb (kekruptai) 
stresses the resultant state of safety and secrecy 
which a believer presently possesses because he 
trusted Christ as Savior in the past. It is hidden to the 
lost because no unsaved person can understand the 
mystical identification of the believer in Christ. This 
truth is part of the revealed mystery (1:26-27). It fulfills 
the prediction of Christ: �At that day ye shall know that 
I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you� (John 
14:20)� 

 
c) Christ is your very life (vs. 4) 
 

The bread from Heaven we eat by faith 
 
He is the vine, we are the branches 

 
d) When Christ appears you will share His glory (vs. 4) 
 

Christ is coming for us from Heaven 
 
Christ will take us to Heaven 
 
We will �appear� with Him 
 
 �appear� � to make visible what is invisible 
 
What is hidden from the world will be known when we 
are glorified. 
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Paul says in Romans 8:18, �For I reckon that the 
sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory which shall be revealed in 
us.� 

 
II. Slay the Earthly (vs. 5-9) 
 

Colossians 3:5-9, �Mortify therefore your members which are upon the 
earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil 
concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry: For which things' 
sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience: In the 
which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in them. But now ye 
also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy 
communication out of your mouth. Lie not one to another, seeing that 
ye have put off the old man with his deeds;� 
 
This is the negative: 
 

Mortify � �to put to death� it�s an imperative stressing determination 
and decisive action. 
 
Notice the word �therefore� 
 
Romans 6:11, �Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead 
indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.� 
 
What are we to put to death? 
 
Answer (vs. 5) � . . . your members which are upon the earth; . . .� 
 
We must count as dead the impulses of the old man or sinful 
nature. 
 

Jesus said in Matthew 5:29, �And if thy right eye offend thee, 
pluck it out, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee 
that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy 
whole body should be cast into hell.�  

 
  A. Paul names five (5) sins to mortify  
 
    They are sexual sins 
    Remember, he�s speaking to Christians! 
 

1. Fornication � (porneian) is a general word for sexual 
immorality, both within and without the marital union. It is 
based upon two verbs (perao and pernemi) which convey 
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the idea of selling bodies, both male and female, for 
lustful purposes. It is specially used of the prostitute 
(James 2:25; Rev. 17:1, 5). 

 
2. Uncleanness � (akatharsian) is moral impurity in all  

forms. It is marked by a filthy mind, full of sensually 
suggestive thoughts and humor (Eph. 5:3-4). It reads 
illicit sex even into the most wholesome situations. 
Marked by perverted fantasies, it is expressed today 
through pornographic literature and movies, Caused by 
the lusts of the heart, it leads to the dishonor of bodies 
(Rom. 1:24). 

 
3.   Inordinate affection � (pathos) is erotic love, depraved  

                                       passion, uncontrollable desire. It desires to use another              
                                       for one�s own selfish, sensual gratification. It is both  
                                       heterosexual and homosexual in character (Rom. 1:26;  
                                       1 Thess. 4:5). 
 

4.    Evil concupiscence � (epithumian kaken) is literally a  
       �wicked desire.� The physical desires created within the    
       human anatomy and personality are divinely given and  
       intrinsically good, but they become evil when they are  
       motivated by the sin nature and are executed for evil  
       deeds. 

 
   5.    A specific type of �coveteousness� (ten pleonexian)  

                  manifests the essence of �idolatry.� The word means �to  
       have more.� When Israel worshiped idols, she     
       committed spiritual adultery because she wanted more  
       than what her spiritual husband. God, gave her In like  
       manner, a person who commits adultery commits  
       spiritual idolatry. In both cases, the exclusiveness of  
       love and commitment to one is forsaken for another.  
       Paul warned against defrauding [same word] the partner  
       in the marriage relationship (1 Thess. 4:6). 

 
   Notice two (2) reasons to mortify these sins: 
 

1. They bring God�s wrath (vs. 6) 
 
2. They were part of the old life (vs. 7)  

 
B. Paul tells us to put off (vs. 8) 
 
 �Put off� � as clothing � (not cast out) 
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 He lists three (3) attitude sins (vs. 8) 
 

1. Anger 
 
2. Wrath (outburst) 

 
3. Malice 

 
C. Paul names sins of speech (vs. 8-9) 
 

1. Blasphemy � to God � to men it�s slander (vs. 8) 
 
2. Filthy language (N.I.V.) (vs. 8) 

 
3. Lying (vs. 9) 

 
It grieves the Holy Spirit 
 
Ephesians 4:25, �Wherefore putting away lying, speak 
every man truth with his neighbour: for we are 
members one of another.� 
 
 Illustration: Acts 5 
 
Speak the truth in love 

 
III. Strengthen the Christly (vs. 10-14) 
 

Colossians 3:10-14, �And have put on the new man, which is renewed 
in knowledge after the image of him that created him: Where there is 
neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, 
Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all. Put on therefore, as 
the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, 
humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; Forbearing one 
another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against 
any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. And above all these 
things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness.� 
 
We are risen with Christ � �Seek the Heavenly� 
 
We are dead in Christ � �Slay the Earthly� 
 
We also have a new nature � �Strengthen the Christly� 
 
Three (3) new things: 
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1. A New Nature (vs. 10) 
 

When did you receive it? 
 

When you were born again. 
 
Sanctification is a process (vs. 10) � Literally, being renewed 
 
The goal of sanctification (vs. 10) - �. . . the image of him that 
created him: . . .� 

 
2. A New Family (vs. 11) 
 

Robert G. Gromacki, �Four divisions of humanity are given here, 
although there are others (e.g., sex: male and female). Race is  
indicated by the couplet �Greek nor Jew.� All non-Jews, including 
those of both Greek and Roman nationality, are classified as 
�Greek.� Religion is seen in the contrast �circumcision nor 
uncircumcision.� The former embraces Judaism with its pure 
Jewish adherents and Gentile proselytes; the latter points to the 
pagan world (Rom. 2:25-29; 1 Cor. 7:18-19). Culture is involved in 
the two terms �Barbarian, Scythian.� The first refers to those who 
were ignorant of the culture and language of the Greeks and 
Romans in that day (Rom. 1:14). The Scythian was the lowest type 
of barbarian, a very crude and rough person, such as the nomads 
who roamed the areas around the Black and Caspian seas. Social 
status is revealed in the words �bond nor free.� The Roman world of 
the first century was almost equally divided between slaves and 
freemen. In the church at Colosse, this distinction was very evident 
in the relationship between Onesimus and Philemon. 
 
In actual life, these classifications remain, but in the church and in 
Christ, they are erased. There is no spiritual advantage or 
disadvantage in any of them (Gal. 6:15). 

 
3. A New Lifestyle (vs. 12-14) 
 

Paul sets forth new patterns of behavior that should manifest the 
new position. 
 
�put on� � as garments 
 
Paul�s three-fold description of believers in (vs. 12a) 
 
(1)  �. . . the elect of God . . .� � God chose them 
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Ephesians 1:4, �According as he hath chosen us in him 
before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy 
and without blame before him in love:� 

 
  (2) �. . . holy . . .� � same as �saints� (1:2) � God set them apart 
 
  (3) �. . . beloved . . .� � God fixed His love upon them 
 

Romans 8:38-39, �For I am persuaded, that neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.    
 
 Nothing can separate us from it! 

 
  The garments we are suppose to put on: 
 
  A. How we treat others 
 
   1. �. . . bowels of mercies. . .� (vs. 12) 
 

The expression �bowels of mercies� (splagchna 
oiktirmon) literally refers to the internal organs 
(especially the heart, liver, lungs and stomach); it 
implies softness and vulnerability. Thus, by extension, 
the phrase denotes deep feelings of concern for the 
needs of others. God is merciful (Lam. 3:22); Christ 
manifested compassion when He performed miracles, 
and believers should become emotionally involved 
with others. 

 
Its tender mercies and compassion 

 
R. Kent Hughes, �The ancient world, apart from 
Biblical revelation, was merciless. The maimed and 
sickly and aged were discarded; the mentally ill were 
subjected to inhumanities. But Christianity brought 
compassion, and it still does. �It is not too much,� says 
William Barclay, �to say that everything that has been 
done for the aged, the sick, the weak in body and in 
mind, the animal, the child, the woman has been done 
under the inspiration of Christianity.� The gospel 
brings with it sympathy and tenderness of heart. That 
is one of its great glories!� 
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   2.  �. . . kindness . . .� (vs. 12) 
 

It was used of wine which had grown mellow with age 
and lost its harshness. 
 
�Kindness� (chrestoteta) is grace in action. It is a 
sweetness of disposition, a desire for the good of 
others. Translated as �gentleness.� It is part of the 
fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22). God manifests such acts 
of kindness toward sinners (Rom. 2:4; Eph. 2:7; Titus 
3:4). 
 
A good illustration is the story of David�s kindness to 
Mephibosheth (2 Sam. 9:1-13). 
 
Ephesians 4:32, �And be ye kind one to another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for 
Christ's sake hath forgiven you.�  

 
  B. How we view ourselves 
 
   3. �. . . humbleness of mind . . .� (vs. 12) 
 

The phrase �humbleness of mind� translates one term 
(tapeinophrosunen). This positive quality causes a 
person to see himself as the object of divine grace. 
He recognizes that he has no right to assert himself. 
This proper attitude before God can be seen in his 
service toward others (Phil. 2:3). It manifests the mind 
of Christ (Phil. 2:5). It is the genuine expression of 
humility in contrast to the false, deceitful, self-imposed 
humility of the heretics (2:18, 23). 
 

It�s not thinking poorly of yourself 
 
It�s not thinking of yourself 

 
   4. �. . . meekeness . . .� (vs. 12) or gentleness 
 

�Meekness� (praioteta) is marked by courtesy and a 
spirit of quiet submission. It is not psychological 
timidity and weakness; rather, it is power under 
contol. An ox within a yoke is meek, able to be turned 
in any direction by the will of its master. Meekness is 
the opposite of insubordination. Moses, Christ, and 
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Paul were all meek (Num. 12:3; Matt. 11:29; 1 Cor. 
4:21). 
 

It�s not weakness 
 
Some time ago humorist J. Upton Dickson said he 
was writing a book titled Cower Power, and that he 
had also founded a group for submissive people 
called DOORMATS, which stands for: �Dependent 
Organization Of Really Meek And Timid Souls � if 
there are no objections.� Their motto is, �The meek 
shall inherit the earth � if that�s okay with everybody.� 
 

It�s power under control 
 
  C. How we react to ill treatment 
 
   5. �. . . longsuffering; . . .� (vs. 12) or patience 
 

�Longsuffering� is literally �wrath that is put far away� 
(makrothumia). One work of the flesh manifests a 
wrath that is near and inside (3:8; Gal. 5:20), but the 
Spirit-controlled believer puts distance between 
himself and this enemy (Gal. 5:22). It enables a 
Christian to put up with people who try his patience (2 
Cor. 6:6). He does not have a quick temper. 

 
   6. � . . . forbearance . . .� (vs. 13) 

 
�Forbearing one another� means a person tolerates 
others when they irritate him. Forbearance has �an 
element of leniency, a willingness  to suspend a 
rightful demand out of consideration for the plight or 
weakness of a fellow believer.� It seeks redemptive 
ends (Rom. 2:4; 3:25). 
 

It�s being tolerant of others who irritate you 
 
It�s leniency of others 

 
   7. � . . . forgiveness . . .� (vs. 13) 

 
 

�Forgiving one another� is the climax of these other 
virtues. Its meaning is the gracious removal of sin and 
the gracious treatment of the sinner who is unworthy 
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to receive it. The verb (charizomenoi) is based on the 
Greek term for �grace� (charis). Its scope is �one 
another.� The change in Greek pronouns in this verse 
from allelon to heautois probably indicates a change 
from the general world of mankind to interpersonal 
relationships within the family of God. Its need is 
contained in the conditional clause (�if any man have 
a quarrel against any�). The term �quarrel� 
(momphen) comes from the verb �to blame� 
(memphomai); thus, it means a blameworthy cause, a 
matter for complaint. Its standard is divine 
forgiveness: �even as Christ forgave you, so also do 
ye.� Vertical forgiveness should result in horizontal 
forgiveness. If Christ has forgiven believers of so 
much, then they should forgive each other of so little. 
His forgiveness is for time and eternity; ours is only 
for time. His embraced both the quality and the 
quantity of sins. There is no sin which He has not 
graciously remitted. 
 

It�s the logical result 
 
It�s Christ like! 
 

Jay Adams, �When a person forgives 
another, he is promising to do three 
things about the rendered wrongdoing: 
not to use it against the wrongdoer in 
the future; nor to talk about it to others; 
and not to dwell on it himself.� 

    
   8. �. . . love . . .� (vs. 14) 

 
�Charity� (agapen; usually translated as �love�) holds 
all of the other virtues in place. The imagery is that of 
the oriental girdle which placed �above� or �upon� 
(epi) all the other pieces of clothing. Thus, love is the 
girdle that holds the other spiritual qualities, 
figuratively described as clothing for the new man, in 
place. The phrase, �all these things,� refers to the 
other spiritual virtues. 
This love is distinctively Christian. It literally reads �the 
love� (ten agapen). It is that type of love which has its 
source in God and which is divinely implanted within 
the child of God (1 John 3:14; 4:8). 
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This love is the �bond of perfectness.� As the �bond� 
(sundesmos), it is that which binds together practical 
righteousness. Earlier, Paul stated that he wanted the 
Colossians to be knit together in love (2:2). The 
�perfectness� is the goal toward which the apostle 
worked in his ministry (1:28). No believer has 
achieved spiritual maturity until all of his works of 
holiness are thoroughly encompassed by love. 
Without love, good deeds are nothing (1 Cor. 13). 
 

It�s the girdle or belt 
 
It�s �the love� � The Love of God! 
 
It�s the mark of the Christian 

 
Jesus said in John 13:34, �A new commandment I 
give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have 
loved you, that ye also love one another.� 

 
Two (2) closing thoughts: 
 

1. All the garments can be worn only in community with others. 
 

R. Kent Hughes, �Christians become better Christians in community, in 
their families, among their associates, in their dorms, in their churches, 
where there is sweat and breath. The truth is: the very things we may 
think are keeping us from putting on these garments are the things 
which make possible their wearing.� 

 
2. All the garments were perfectly worn by Christ. 
 
Put on Christ! 
 

1. Seek the Heavenly 
2. Slay the Earthly 
3. Strengthen the Christly   
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COLOSSIANS 3:1-14 � �The Overflow of New Life� 
 
INTRODUCTION: 
Colossians 3:15-17, �And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which 
also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in 
you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. And 
whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God and the Father by him.� 
 
Someone has said, �The surest sign that you are carrying a full bucket is wet 
feet.� 
 
Even so, in our lives, �the surest sign� that we are filled with Christ fullness is that 
He will overflow our lives� 
 
Our text deals with the pleasurable commands, which are to control the 
expression, or overflow of the new life. 
 
There are three (3) imperatives: 
 

1. Let the Peace of Christ � Rule 
 
2. Let the Word of Christ � Dwell 

 
3. Let the Name of Christ � Be Glorified 

 
In these verse�s, Paul turns from character to conduct. 
 
I.  Let the Peace of Christ � Rule (vs. 15) 
 

Colossians 3:15, � . . . let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the 
which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful.� 

 
Do you remember the peace you experienced when you first opened your 
heart to Jesus? 

 
R. Kent Hughes, �I can still remember my first experience of this peace. 
Though I was not quite a teenager, I knew my sins were separating me 
from God. I had been under deep conviction for several months, for I had 
been attending a church where the gospel was very clearly preached. I 
knew that I was on the outside of the mysteries of spiritual life, and I 
wanted in. Finally one night, in a rustic chapel high in the Sierra-Nevada 
Mountains, I met Christ. I yet remember the aroma of that room, the cedar 
and the redwood, the expression of the man who talked with me, and the 
initial fullness of Christ�s peace. It saturated my whole-being! 
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That night after �lights out,� I scooted down in my sleeping bag and 
switched on my flashlight. There I opened the tiny India-paper Bible which 
my grandmother had given me when I was seven years old and reread the 
verses that I had underlined in the chapel that night. The peace of God 
surged over me again and again. I was at peace with God and the world!� 

 
Three (3) qualities of this peace are expressed. 

 
1. It�s divine peace � �the peace of God� 

 
Notice the contrast between the �peace with God�, and the �peace 
of God� 

 
Romans 5:1, �Therefore being justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:� 

 
   Philippians 4:7, �And the peace of God, which passeth all  

understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through 
Christ Jesus.� 

 
The peace of God protects our hearts and minds in the midst of  
circumstances which ordinarily cause anxiety and fear. 

 
Jesus said, in John 14:27, �Peace I leave with you, my peace I give  
unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart 
be troubled, neither let it be afraid.� 

 
2. It�s a ruling peace - �rule in your hearts� 

 
�rule� is an athletic term meaning, �to act as an umpire.� 

 
God�s peace should constantly arbitrate all our activities and 
decisions. 

 
Watch out for a false peace (your flesh) 

 
3. It�s a peace of unity � �to the which also ye are called in one body.� 

 
If we have peace in our hearts, we will be at peace with others in 
the church and family. 

 
Paul concludes his exhortation in verse 15, by saying, �And be ye 
thankful�. 

 
Literally, �and thankful continually become� 
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1 Thessalonians 5:18, �In every thing give thanks: for this is the 
will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.� 

 
Is your bucket full of Christ�s peace and overflowing with thanksgiving? 

 
II.   Let the Word of Christ � Dwell (vs. 16) 
 

Colossians 3:16, �Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; 
teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.� 

 
What does Paul mean by the �Word of Christ�?  

 
1. It�s the Scripture�s � it points to Christ and it always magnifies Jesus 
 

Jesus said, in Psalms 40:7, �. . . Lo, I come: in the volume of the book it is 
written of me,� 

 
2. It�s to �dwell� in us � dwell literally means �to be at home�. 
 

It�s not enough for us, as Christians, to be in the Word. The Word must 
have free access to all parts of our lives. 

 
3. It�s to dwell in us �richly� 
 

If God�s word is to effect our lives, it must be highly prized and 
appreciated.  

 
 How? 
 

Read, received, mixed with faith, appropriated in its fullness and 
translated into action. 
 

James 1:22, �But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers 
only, deceiving your own selves.� 

 
 When the Word of Christ dwells in us richly, notice the results: 
 

1. Teaching � the positive instruction of truth 
 
2. Admonishing � its warning and its corrective function 

 
How? 
 

1. In Psalms � Old Testament Psalms 
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2. In Hymns � Praise to the glory of God written by believers, not   

taken from the Psalms. 
 

3. Spiritual Songs � All other songs that are spiritual and that  
promote and emotional lyrical response within the child of God. 

 
  Singing � Christianity is a singing religion 
 
   Church history reveals that singing is linked to revivals. 
 
  How should we sing? 
 

1. �with grace in your hearts� (not with 
graciousness) 

 
2. �to the Lord� 

 
 Who are you singing to? 
 
 It�s not entertainment � it�s worship! 
 
  Worship in spirit and truth 
 

It�s the same as we see in Ephesians 5:18, 
�And be not drunk with wine, wherein is 
excess; but be filled with the Spirit;� 

 
The word-filled, spirit-filled Christian, overflows 
with songs from the heart to the Lord. 
 
R. Kent Hughes, �When the buckets of our 
lives are full to the brim with God�s Word, we 
cannot move without spilling forth in song. 
Music is the window of the soul. How is it in 
your souls?� 
 

III.  Let the Name of Christ � Be Glorified (vs. 17) 
 
      Colossians 3:17, �And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name  
      of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.�  
 
Notice three (3) things here: 
 

1. The scope of the command � �. . . whatsoever ye do in word or     
              deed� 
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2. All our activities should be done under the authority and  
             approval of Jesus Christ � �. . . do all in the name of the Lord    
             Jesus,� 

 
The �name� of Christ stands for all that He is and all that He has 
done.  
 
Nothing should be permitted into our lives that cannot be 
associated with Jesus Christ. 

 
3. Be thankful to God that He�s your father! 
 

  Literally, �become thankful� 
 
 Is He your father? 
 
 If so,  
 
 Let His Peace - Rule 

 
        Let His Word � Dwell 
 
                     Let His Name - Be Glorified 
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COLOSSIANS 3:18 � �Christ�s Fullness In Marriage (Pt. 1)� 
 
INTRODUCTION: 
Colossians 3:18, �Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as it is fit in 
the Lord.� 
 
A seven year-old girl who had just seen the movie Cinderella and was testing her 
neighbor lady�s knowledge of the story. The neighbor, anxious to impress the 
little girl, said �I know what happens at the end.� �What?� asked the girl. 
�Cinderella and the prince live happily ever after.� To which the little girl 
answered, �no, they didn�t, they got married!� 
 
There�s no doubt about it, marriage has fallen on hard times. Happily married 
couples are an oddity. 
 
For Christians, that doesn�t have to be so. 
 
Why? 
 
Because: 
 

1. Marriage is God�s idea (Gen 2:18-25) 
 

Genesis 2:18-25, �And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man 
should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him. And out of the 
ground the LORD God formed every beast of the field, and every fowl 
of the air; and brought them unto Adam to see what he would call 
them: and whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that was the 
name thereof. And Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of 
the air, and to every beast of the field; but for Adam there was not 
found an help meet for him. And the LORD God caused a deep sleep 
to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and closed 
up the flesh instead thereof; And the rib, which the LORD God had 
taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man.  
And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: 
she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.  
Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave 
unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh. And they were both naked, 
the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.� 

 
2. We are complete in Christ (Col 2:10) 

Colossians 2:10, �And ye are complete in him, which is the head of 
all principality and power:� 

 
3.    Colossians 3:15-17   
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                     The Peace of Christ Ruling 
 
           The Word of Christ Dwelling 
 
  The Name of Christ Glorified  

 
Colossians 3:15-17, �And let the peace of God rule in your 
hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be 
ye thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all 
wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your 
hearts to the Lord. And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, 
do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 
and the Father by him.�    

 
Many Christian couples don�t experience Christ�s fullness in their marriage 
 
Why? 
 
 False Expectations 
 
  What She Expects:  
 

1. Her husband will be a brilliant conversationalist.  
 
2. He will be sensitive, kind, understanding, and loving.  
 
3. He will work hard.  
 
4. He�ll help around the house, wash dishes, vacuum the floor, and  
    care for the yard.  
 
5. He will help raise the children and will be a great father.  
 
6. He will be physically and emotionally strong.  
 
7. He will be as smart as Albert Einstein and look like Robert  
    Redford.  

 
What She Gets:  

 
1. He�s so dull, she�s bored even when he�s giving her a  
      compliment.  
 
2.   He doesn�t have any ulcers; he�s too busy giving them.  
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3.   He�s well-known as a miracle worker --- it�s a miracle when he  
      works.  
 
4.   He helps her with dinner by taking her out to eat. Some day he  
      may even take her inside the restaurant instead of to the drive- 
      up window.  
 
5.  Occasional flashes of silence make his conversation brilliant.  
 
6.  Whenever he has an idea, the whole thing could fit in a nutshell.  
 
7.  He has the looks of Albert Einstein and the brains of Robert  
     Redford.  

 
What He Expects:  

 
1.   She will be a stimulating conversationalist.  
 
2.  She insists that doing the yard work keeps her figure looking like  
     a model�s.  
 
3.  She�s a natural beauty without the help of curlers or beauty  
     shops.  
 
4.  She will be an expert cook and homemaker.  
 
5.  Her favorite expression will be, �What can I do for you, dear?�  
 
6.  She will think everything he says and does is brilliant.  
 
7.  She�ll hate charge cards.  

 
What He Gets:  
 

1.  She speaks 140 words a minute with gusts up to 180.  
 
2.  She was once a model --- for a totem pole.  
 
3.  No matter what she does with her hair, it looks like an explosion  
     in a steel wool factory.  
 
4.  She is a light eater: as soon as it�s light, she starts eating.  
 
5.  Where there�s smoke --- she�s probably there cooking.  
 
6.  She thinks he has only two faults --- everything he says and  
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     everything he does.  
 
7.  If she gets lost, he just opens his wallet, and she magically  
     appears.  

 
 It�s not what you expected of your marriage partner that�s important.  
 

It�s what God says in His Word He expects of you. 
 
God�s role for the wife: 
 

If we are going to experience Christ�s fullness in our marriages 
wives must: 
 
 Be Submissive (vs. 18) � �submit yourselves� 
 

The idea of the wife�s submission is not a popular 
thing today! 
 
Why? 
 

1. The fall and curse (Genesis 3) 
 

Adam said, �the woman you gave me . . .� 
 
Genesis 3:16, �Unto the woman he said, I 
will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy 
conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth 
children; and thy desire shall be to thy 
husband, and he shall rule over thee.� 

 
2.   Many have a false picture of what  
      submission involves. 

 
  I. What Submission is NOT: 
 

  1.  Submission is not merely a concept for women, it�s a  
                concept for all believers. 
 
  Ephesians 5:21, �Submitting yourselves one to  

another in the fear of God.� 
1 Peter 5:5, �Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves 
unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to 
another, and be clothed with humility: for God 
resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble.� 
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Romans 13:1, �Let every soul be subject unto the 
higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the 
powers that be are ordained of God.� 

 
   2.  Submission does not mean the wife becomes a slave. 
 

The truth is the wife is never more free than when she    
is in submission to her husband.  
 
This is seen in the description of God�s ideal wife in 
Proverbs 31. 

 
3.  Submission does not mean that the wife never opens her    
     mouth, never has an opinion, never gives advise. 
 

Proverbs 31:26, �She openeth her mouth with 
wisdom; and in her tongue is the law of kindness.� 

 
4.  Submission does not mean the wife must obey ungodly  
     counsel. 
 
 We must obey God rather than man! 
 
 Notice verse Colossians 3:18, �. . . as it is fit in the  
           Lord. � 
 
5.  Submission does not mean that the wife is inferior to the  
     husband. 

 
I heard the story about a married couple who had 
attended a seminar taught by one of those male 
demagogues determined to show that Scripture 
teaches that the man is IN CHARGE at home. It was 
the kind of terrible teaching on submission that turns 
women into lowly doormats. Well, the husband just 
loved it! He had never heard anything like that in his 
life, and he drank it all in. His wife, however, sat there 
fuming as she listened to hour after hour of this stuff. 

 
When they left the meeting that night, the husband felt 
drunk with fresh power as he climbed into the car. 
While driving home, he said rather pompously, �Well, 
what did you think about that?� His wife didn�t utter a 
word, so he continued, �I think it was great!� 
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When they arrived home, she got out and followed 
him silently into the house. Once inside, he slammed 
the door and said, �Wait right there --- just stand right 
there.� She stood, tight-lipped, and stared at him. �I�ve 
been thinking about what the fellow said tonight, and I 
want you to know that from now on that�s the way it�s 
gonna be around here. You got it? That�s the way 
things are gonna run in this house!� 

 
And having said that, he didn�t see her for two weeks. 
After two weeks, he could start to see her just a little 
bit out of one eye. 

 
  Jesus was not inferior to Mary and Joseph, and yet the    
  Scripture says that as a child Jesus, �continued in  
  subjection to them.� (Luke 2:51)  
 
  In the Godhead � 1 Corinthians 11:13, �Judge in    
  yourselves: is it comely that a woman pray unto God  
  uncovered?� 
 
  In the Body of Christ  -  No Jew, Gentile, Bond, Free 
 
  1 Peter 3:7, �Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them  
  according to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as  
  unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the  
  grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered.� 
 

II. What Submission IS: 
 
The word �submit� means �to arrange under�. It comes from 
the military word where soldiers were under directions of 
their officer. 
 
It�s functional 
 
 For the function of the family 
 
 For order and structure    
 
�Submission means that she sees herself as a part of her 
husband�s team. She is not her husband�s opponent fighting 
at cross purposes or trying to outdo him. She is not merely 
an individual going her separate way. She is her husband�s 
teammate striving for the same goal. She has ideas, 
opinions, desires, requests, and insights, and she lovingly 
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makes them known. But she knows that on any good team 
someone has to make the final decisions and plans. She 
knows that the team members must support the team leader, 
his plans and decisions, or no progress will be made, and 
confusion and frustration will result.� 
 
  Wayne A. Mack, �Strengthening your Marriage� 
 
 1.  Scripture indicates that it is the wife�s responsibility to  
      make herself submissive. 
 
  Literally, �submit yourselves.� 
 

Nowhere is the husband commanded to force his wife 
into submission. 

 
     2.   The wife�s submission is not optional 
 
             It�s an imperative in the Greek 
 

          It�s not based upon your husband, your moods, likes    
           and dislikes.  

 
What should a wife do if she thinks her husband�s 
making a wrong decision? 
 

1. Talk to him 
2. Pray for him 
3. Trust God to take care of you 

 
    3.   A wife�s submission is to be continuous 
 

The Greek verb in most of the passages about 
submission is in the present tense. 

 
       4. Submission is a positive, not negative concept 
 
    It emphasizes what the wife should do rather than  

what she should not do. 
  

Submission has been defined as, �the freedom 
to be creative under divinely appointed 
authority. Submission means that the wife puts 
all of her talents, abilities, resources, energy at 
her husband�s disposal. Submission means 
that the wife yields and uses all of her abilities 


