SERMON NOTES

By Pastor John Paul Miller

David... A Man After God’'s Own
Heart

Character Studies on the Life of David

1 Samuel 19 & 20 - "David’s Soul Brother"
Friendship, said Aristotle, is a single soul dwelling in two bodies.

In all of recorded history there is no friendship more praiseworthy than the
friendship of Jonathan and David.

The bumps of life need the shock absorber of friendship.

David was facing bumps in life so God sent him a friend.

| think that God will never send,

A gift so precious as a friend.

A friend who always understands,

And fills each need as it demands.
Whose loyalty will stand the test,
When skies are bright or overcast.
Who sees the faults that merit blame,
But keeps on loving just the same.
Who does far more than creeds could do,
To make us good, to make us true.
Earth’s gifts a sweet contentment lend,
But only God can give a friend!

Rosalie Carter

It's sad that in our culture true friendships are few, friendship should be put on
the endangered species list.

Why?
Our values, lifestyles and culture

God created us to be social creatures without friends our cup of life is only half-
full.

When God blesses you with a true friend you are rich indeed.

What is true friendship?



What is the basis of true friendship?
What are the marks of true friendship?

l. The basis for true friendship (18:1)

1 Samuel 18:1, “...that the soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul of David, and
Jonathan loved him as his own soul.”

The word ‘knit’ literally means, in the Hebrew, chained, they were bound in
soul in an inseparable relationship of friendship (a single soul in two
bodies).

It was a friendship that flowed both ways
But what was its basis?

A love for and a faith in God

Amos 3:3, “Can two walk together, except they be agreed?”

Psalms 1, “Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly,
nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But
his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and
night. And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth
forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he
doeth shall prosper.

The ungodly are not so: but are like the chaff which the wind driveth away.
Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the
congregation of the righteous. For the LORD knoweth the way of the
righteous: but the way of the ungodly shall perish.”

2 Corinthians 6:14, “Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for

what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what
communion hath light with darkness?”

Because of their mutual love and faith in God they shared the same
ideals (mutual respect).

True friendship is under girded by spiritual and moral principles.
What brought them together?

Jonathan was impressed with David’s faith.



Notice Jonathan’s faith in fighting the Philistines

1 Samuel 14:6, “...Come, and let us go over unto the garrison of these
uncircumcised: it may be that the LORD will work for us: for there is
no restraint to the LORD to save by many or by few.”

ll. The marks of true friendship

1. Honor — Jonathan honored David above himself

1 Samuel 18:3-4, “Then Jonathan and David made a covenant, because he loved
him as his own soul. And Jonathan stripped himself of the robe that was upon him,
and gave it to David, and his garments, even to his sword, and to his bow, and to
his girdle.”

Remember that Jonathan was the son of a King and David, the son of
a shepherd.

Romans 12:10, “Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in
honour preferring one another;”

2. Protection

1 Samuel 19:1-2, “And Saul spake to Jonathan his son, and to all his servants, that
they should kill David. But Jonathan Saul's son delighted much in David: and
Jonathan told David, saying, Saul my father seeketh to kill thee: now therefore, |
pray thee, take heed to thyself until the morning, and abide in a secret place, and
hide thyself:”

Jonathan warned David of danger, he spoke the truth in love.

Proverbs 27:6, “Faithful are the wounds of a friend...”

3. Intercession

1 Samuel 19:3-7, “And | will go out and stand beside my father in the field where
thou art, and | will commune with my father of thee; and what | see, that | will
tell thee. And Jonathan spake good of David unto Saul his father, and said unto
him, Let not the king sin against his servant, against David; because he hath not
sinned against thee, and because his works have been to thee-ward very good: For
he did put his life in his hand, and slew the Philistine, and the LORD wrought a
great salvation for all Israel: thou sawest it, and didst rejoice: wherefore then
wilt thou sin against innocent blood, to slay David without a cause? And Saul
hearkened unto the voice of Jonathan: and Saul sware, As the LORD liveth, he
shall not be slain. And Jonathan called David, and Jonathan shewed him all those
things. And Jonathan brought David to Saul, and he was in his presence, as in
times past.”

Jonathan took a stand for what was right even if it cost him the
approval of his father.



He spoke up for David
a friend is one that says nice things behind your back.
He was guided by principle rather than expediency (are you?)

Do you pray for your friends?

1 Samuel 19:8-24, “And there was war again: and David went out, and fought with
the Philistines, and slew them with a great slaughter; and they fled from him. And
the evil spirit from the LORD was upon Saul, as he sat in his house with his javelin
in his hand: and David played with his hand. And Saul sought to smite David even
to the wall with the javelin; but he slipped away out of Saul's presence, and he
smote the javelin into the wall: and David fled, and escaped that night.

Saul also sent messengers unto David's house, to watch him, and to slay him in the
morning: and Michal David's wife told him, saying, If thou save not thy life to
night, to morrow thou shalt be slain. So Michal let David down through a window:
and he went, and fled, and escaped. And Michal took an image, and laid it in the
bed, and put a pillow of goats' hair for his bolster, and covered it with a cloth.
And when Saul sent messengers to take David, she said, He is sick. And Saul sent
the messengers again to see David, saying, Bring him up to me in the bed, that |
may slay him. And when the messengers were come in, behold, there was an image
in the bed, with a pillow of goats' hair for his bolster. And Saul said unto Michal,
Why hast thou deceived me so, and sent away mine enemy, that he is escaped?
And Michal answered Saul, He said unto me, Let me go; why should I kill thee?

So David fled, and escaped, and came to Samuel to Ramah, and told him all that
Saul had done to him. And he and Samuel went and dwelt in Naioth. And it was
told Saul, saying, Behold, David is at Naioth in Ramah. And Saul sent messengers
to take David: and when they saw the company of the prophets prophesying, and
Samuel standing as appointed over them, the Spirit of God was upon the
messengers of Saul, and they also prophesied. And when it was told Saul, he sent
other messengers, and they prophesied likewise. And Saul sent messengers again
the third time, and they prophesied also. Then went he also to Ramah, and came
to a great well that is in Sechu: and he asked and said, Where are Samuel and
David? And one said, Behold, they be at Naioth in Ramah. And he went thither to
Naioth in Ramah: and the Spirit of God was upon him also, and he went on, and
prophesied, until he came to Naioth in Ramah. And he stripped off his clothes
also, and prophesied before Samuel in like manner, and lay down naked all that
day and all that night. Wherefore they say, Is Saul also among the prophets?”

Note: Psalms 59 was written by David from this period.

Vulnerability

1 Samuel 20:1, “And David fled from Naioth in Ramah, and came and said before
Jonathan, What have | done? what is mine iniquity? and what is my sin before thy
father, that he seeketh my life?”

At this point you can see the wear and tear on David’'s emotions.



David lays bare his heart to his friend Jonathan.

True friends share their hearts with each other — open and honest
without fear of being judged, put down, or having it used to attack
them.

Trust

1 Samuel 20:2-4, “And he said unto him, God forbid; thou shalt not die: behold,
my father will do nothing either great or small, but that he will shew it me: and
why should my father hide this thing from me? it is not so. And David sware
moreover, and said, Thy father certainly knoweth that | have found grace in thine
eyes; and he saith, Let not Jonathan know this, lest he be grieved: but truly as the
LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, there is but a step between me and
death.Then said Jonathan unto David, Whatsoever thy soul desireth, | will even do
it for thee.”

David trusted Jonathan but not his interpretation of Paul’'s motives.

David would have to trust Jonathan.

1 Samuel 20:4-40, “Then said Jonathan unto David, Whatsoever thy soul desireth, |
will even do it for thee. And David said unto Jonathan, Behold, to morrow is the
new moon, and | should not fail to sit with the king at meat: but let me go, that |
may hide myself in the field unto the third day at even. If thy father at all miss
me, then say, David earnestly asked leave of me that he might run to Bethlehem
his city: for there is a yearly sacrifice there for all the family. If he say thus, It is
well; thy servant shall have peace: but if he be very wroth, then be sure that evil
is determined by him. Therefore thou shalt deal kindly with thy servant; for thou
hast brought thy servant into a covenant of the LORD with thee: notwithstanding,
if there be in me iniquity, slay me thyself; for why shouldest thou bring me to thy
father?

And Jonathan said, Far be it from thee: for if | knew certainly that evil were
determined by my father to come upon thee, then would not | tell it thee? Then
said David to Jonathan, Who shall tell me? or what if thy father answer thee
roughly? And Jonathan said unto David, Come, and let us go out into the field. And
they went out both of them into the field. And Jonathan said unto David, O LORD
God of Israel, when | have sounded my father about to morrow any time, or the
third day, and, behold, if there be good toward David, and | then send not unto
thee, and shew it thee; The LORD do so and much more to Jonathan: but if it
please my father to do thee evil, then | will shew it thee, and send thee away,
that thou mayest go in peace: and the LORD be with thee, as he hath been with
my father. And thou shalt not only while yet | live shew me the kindness of the
LORD, that | die not: But also thou shalt not cut off thy kindness from my house
for ever: no, not when the LORD hath cut off the enemies of David every one from
the face of the earth. So Jonathan made a covenant with the house of David,
saying, Let the LORD even require it at the hand of David's enemies. And Jonathan
caused David to swear again, because he loved him: for he loved him as he loved
his own soul. Then Jonathan said to David, To morrow is the new moon: and thou
shalt be missed, because thy seat will be empty. And when thou hast stayed three
days, then thou shalt go down quickly, and come to the place where thou didst
hide thyself when the business was in hand, and shalt remain by the stone Ezel.



And | will shoot three arrows on the side thereof, as though | shot at a mark. And,
behold, | will send a lad, saying, Go, find out the arrows. If | expressly say unto
the lad, Behold, the arrows are on this side of thee, take them; then come thou:
for there is peace to thee, and no hurt; as the LORD liveth. But if | say thus unto
the young man, Behold, the arrows are beyond thee; go thy way: for the LORD
hath sent thee away. And as touching the matter which thou and | have spoken of,
behold, the LORD be between thee and me for ever.

So David hid himself in the field: and when the new moon was come, the king sat
him down to eat meat. And the king sat upon his seat, as at other times, even
upon a seat by the wall: and Jonathan arose, and Abner sat by Saul's side, and
David's place was empty. Nevertheless Saul spake not any thing that day: for he
thought, Something hath befallen him, he is not clean; surely he is not clean. And
it came to pass on the morrow, which was the second day of the month, that
David's place was empty: and Saul said unto Jonathan his son, Wherefore cometh
not the son of Jesse to meat, neither yesterday, nor to day? And Jonathan
answered Saul, David earnestly asked leave of me to go to Bethlehem: And he
said, Let me go, | pray thee; for our family hath a sacrifice in the city; and my
brother, he hath commanded me to be there: and now, if | have found favour in
thine eyes, let me get away, | pray thee, and see my brethren. Therefore he
cometh not unto the king's table. Then Saul's anger was kindled against Jonathan,
and he said unto him, Thou son of the perverse rebellious woman, do not | know
that thou hast chosen the son of Jesse to thine own confusion, and unto the
confusion of thy mother's nakedness? For as long as the son of Jesse liveth upon
the ground, thou shalt not be established, nor thy kingdom. Wherefore now send
and fetch him unto me, for he shall surely die. And Jonathan answered Saul his
father, and said unto him, Wherefore shall he be slain? what hath he done? And
Saul cast a javelin at him to smite him: whereby Jonathan knew that it was
determined of his father to slay David. So Jonathan arose from the table in fierce
anger, and did eat no meat the second day of the month: for he was grieved for
David, because his father had done him shame.

And it came to pass in the morning, that Jonathan went out into the field at the
time appointed with David, and a little lad with him. And he said unto his lad,
Run, find out now the arrows which | shoot. And as the lad ran, he shot an arrow
beyond him. And when the lad was come to the place of the arrow which Jonathan
had shot, Jonathan cried after the lad, and said, Is not the arrow beyond thee?
And Jonathan cried after the lad, Make speed, haste, stay not. And Jonathan's lad
gathered up the arrows, and came to his master. But the lad knew not any thing:
only Jonathan and David knew the matter. And Jonathan gave his artillery unto his
lad, and said unto him, Go, carry them to the city.”

Shared sorrows

1 Samuel 20741-42, “And as soon as the lad was gone, David arose out of a place
toward the south, and fell on his face to the ground, and bowed himself three
times: and they kissed one another, and wept one with another, until David
exceeded. And Jonathan said to David, Go in peace, forasmuch as we have sworn
both of us in the name of the LORD, saying, The LORD be between me and thee,
and between my seed and thy seed for ever. And he arose and departed: and
Jonathan went into the city.”

True friends weep with one another.



Proverbs 17:17, “A friend loveth at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.”

A friend is one who multiplies joys and divides grief.

7. Encouragement

1 Samuel 23:14-18, “And David abode in the wilderness in strong holds, and
remained in a mountain in the wilderness of Ziph. And Saul sought him every day,
but God delivered him not into his hand. And David saw that Saul was come out to
seek his life: and David was in the wilderness of Ziph in a wood. And Jonathan
Saul's son arose, and went to David into the wood, and strengthened his hand in
God. And he said unto him, Fear not: for the hand of Saul my father shall not find
thee; and thou shalt be king over Israel, and | shall be next unto thee; and that
also Saul my father knoweth. And they two made a covenant before the LORD: and
David abode in the wood, and Jonathan went to his house.”

In verse 16 we see that, Jonathan sensing that David is discouraged
seeks to encourage his down hearted friend.

True friends seek to encourage one another.
How?
1. Turn them toward God (vs. 16)

2. Remind them of God’s promises and plans (vs. 17)

Romans 8:28, “And we know that all things work together for good to
them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.”

3. Renew your commitment to them (vs. 18)
lll. Applications
The relationship between David and Jonathan constitutes an Old Testament
picture of a New Testament reality — the relationships God intended to exist in
the Church (the Body of Christ).

1. We are to be one in heart and soul

e 2 Corinthians 13:11 — Be of one mind

e Phil 1:27 — stand firm in one spirit

e Phil 2:2 — having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose

2. We are to love others as we love ourselves

e Rom 13:9 — love your neighbor as yourself
e | Pet1:22 — love one another deeply from the heart



3. We are to honor one another above ourselves

Romans 12:10 - Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in
honour preferring one another;

The deepest and truest friendships should be found in the body of
Christ.

Jesus is the friend that sticketh closer than a brother.
God made you for Himself, only He can fill that void in your heart and life.

Remember the words of Jesus:

John 15:15, “...I have called you friends...”

Copyright © Calvary Chapel San Bernardino



