SERMON NOTES

By Pastor John Paul Miller

In The Grip of God’s Grace

The Epistle of Paul the Apostle to the Romans
Romans 4:1-16 - "How God Saved Abraham"

A preacher, long-departed from the truth of the gospel, told the following story to
summarize the faith he taught. It seems that a frog one day fell into a pail of milk,
and though he tried every conceivable way to jump out, he always failed. The
sides were too high, and because he was floating in the milk he could not get
enough leverage for the needed leap. So he did the only thing he could do. He
paddled and paddled and paddled some more. And oila! — his paddling had
churned a pad of butter from which he was able to launch himself to freedom.
The preacher's message was: “Just keep paddling, keep on working, keep on
doing your best, and you will make it.”

Romans 4:1-16, “What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining to the flesh,
hath found? For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory; but not before
God. For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for
righteousness. Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. But
to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted
for righteousness. Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom God
imputeth righteousness without works, Saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven,
and whose sins are covered. Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin. Cometh
this blessedness then upon the circumcision only, or upon the uncircumcision also? for we say
that faith was reckoned to Abraham for righteousness. How was it then reckoned? when he
was in circumcision, or in uncircumcision? Not in circumcision, but in uncircumcision. And he
received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had yet
being uncircumcised: that he might be the father of all them that believe, though they be not
circumcised; that righteousness might be imputed unto them also: And the father of
circumcision to them who are not of the circumcision only, but who also walk in the steps of
that faith of our father Abraham, which he had being yet uncircumcised. For the promise,
that he should be the heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed, through the law,
but through the righteousness of faith. For if they which are of the law be heirs, faith is made
void, and the promise made of none effect: Because the law worketh wrath: for where no law
is, there is no transgression. Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the
promise might be sure to all the seed; not to that only which is of the law, but to that also
which is of the faith of Abraham; who is the father of us all,”

Sadly, this is the popular view of the ‘man of the street’, despite the fact the
‘Amazing Grace’ is our favorite hymn.

Most people think that if you do your best you will somehow make it to Heaven.



Modern man is deeply hostile to the concept of justification by faith alone through
God'’s grace alone, through Christ alone.

Yet that is exactly what the Bible teaches!
Review of our study in Romans (Background & setting)
1. Condemnation — 1:18-3:19 — The need of salvation.
2. Salvation — 3:20-26 — Salvation explained
3. Justification by faith defended 3:27-31:
a) Boasting (vs. 27-28)
b) Jews only? (vs. 29-30)
c) Void law? (vs. 31)
Today we look at Justification by faith alone illustrated — Chapter 4
How does Paul illustrate justification by faith?
By using Abraham the father of their nation.
Why? In the mind of the Jew, there was no one more righteous than Abraham.
“The friend of God”
Paul makes four assertions about Abrahams justification:
By faith, not Works (vs. 1-8)
By faith not Rites (vs. 9-12)

By faith not Law (vs. 13-16)
By faith in God’s Promise (vs. 17-25)
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Abraham is a prototype of all saved people.
Notice the first three points Paul makes.

Develop the three questions asked at the end of chapter 3.

Romans 3:21, “... being witnessed by the law and the prophets;”
Chapter 4 is justification by faith illustrated in the life of Abraham.
Justification by faith is no novelty, its seen clearly in Old Testament history.

l. By faith not Works (vs. 1-8)



Romans 4:1-8, “What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining to
the flesh, hath found? For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to
glory; but not before God. For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God,
and it was counted unto him for righteousness. Now to him that worketh is the
reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. But to him that worketh not, but
believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for
righteousness. Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man, unto
whom God imputeth righteousness without works, Saying, Blessed are they whose
iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered. Blessed is the man to whom
the Lord will not impute sin.”

Il. By faith not Rites (vs. 9-12)

Romans 4:9-12, “Cometh this blessedness then upon the circumcision only, or upon
the uncircumcision also? for we say that faith was reckoned to Abraham for
righteousness. How was it then reckoned? when he was in circumcision, or in
uncircumcision? Not in circumcision, but in uncircumcision. And he received the
sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had yet
being uncircumcised: that he might be the father of all them that believe, though
they be not circumcised; that righteousness might be imputed unto them also: And
the father of circumcision to them who are not of the circumcision only, but who
also walk in the steps of that faith of our father Abraham, which he had being yet

uncircumcised.”

[1. By faith not Law (vs. 13-16)

Romans 4:13-16, “For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was
not to Abraham, or to his seed, through the law, but through the righteousness of
faith. For if they which are of the law be heirs, faith is made void, and the
promise made of none effect: Because the law worketh wrath: for where no law
is, there is no transgression. Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to
the end the promise might be sure to all the seed; not to that only which is of the
law, but to that also which is of the faith of Abraham; who is the father of us all,”

V. By faith in God’s Promise (vs. 17-25)

Romans 4:17-25, “(As it is written, | have made thee a father of many nations,)
before him whom he believed, even God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth
those things which be not as though they were. Who against hope believed in
hope, that he might become the father of many nations, according to that which
was spoken, So shall thy seed be. And being not weak in faith, he considered not
his own body now dead, when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the
deadness of Sara's womb: He staggered not at the promise of God through
unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God; And being fully persuaded
that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform. And therefore it was
imputed to him for righteousness. Now it was not written for his sake alone, that
it was imputed to him; But for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe
on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead; Who was delivered for our
offences, and was raised again for our justification.”

Abraham was saved by faith.

Do you believe in God and trust His promises as Abraham did?
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He believed God’s promise

He believed on the basis of the word of God

He believed in spite of adverse circumstances

He believed that God was able to do what He promised
He acted on that confidence
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