
SERMON NOTES 
By Pastor John Paul Miller 

In The Grip of God’s Grace 
The Epistle of Paul the Apostle to the Romans 

 
Romans 2:17-3:19 - "The Jew without Excuse" 
 
Romans 2:17-3:19, “Behold, thou art called a Jew, and restest in the law, and makest thy 
boast of God, And knowest his will, and approvest the things that are more excellent, being 
instructed out of the law;  And art confident that thou thyself art a guide of the blind, a light 
of them which are in darkness, An instructor of the foolish, a teacher of babes, which hast the 
form of knowledge and of the truth in the law. Thou therefore which teachest another, 
teachest thou not thyself? thou that preachest a man should not steal, dost thou steal? Thou 
that sayest a man should not commit adultery, dost thou commit adultery? thou that 
abhorrest idols, dost thou commit sacrilege? Thou that makest thy boast of the law, through 
breaking the law dishonourest thou God? For the name of God is blasphemed among the 
Gentiles through you, as it is written. For circumcision verily profiteth, if thou keep the law: 
but if thou be a breaker of the law, thy circumcision is made uncircumcision. Therefore if the 
uncircumcision keep the righteousness of the law, shall not his uncircumcision be counted for 
circumcision? And shall not uncircumcision which is by nature, if it fulfil the law, judge thee, 
who by the letter and circumcision dost transgress the law? For he is not a Jew, which is one 
outwardly; neither is that circumcision, which is outward in the flesh: But he is a Jew, which 
is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; 
whose praise is not of men, but of God. What advantage then hath the Jew? or what profit is 
there of circumcision? Much every way: chiefly, because that unto them were committed the 
oracles of God. For what if some did not believe? shall their unbelief make the faith of God 
without effect? God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That 
thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged. But if 
our unrighteousness commend the righteousness of God, what shall we say? Is God unrighteous 
who taketh vengeance? (I speak as a man) God forbid: for then how shall God judge the world? 
For if the truth of God hath more abounded through my lie unto his glory; why yet am I also 
judged as a sinner? And not rather, (as we be slanderously reported, and as some affirm that 
we say,) Let us do evil, that good may come? whose damnation is just. What then? are we 
better than they? No, in no wise: for we have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they 
are all under sin; As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: There is none that 
understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. They are all gone out of the way, they 
are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one. Their throat is 
an open sepulchre; with their tongues they have used deceit; the poison of asps is under their 
lips: Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness: Their feet are swift to shed blood: 
Destruction and misery are in their ways: And the way of peace have they not known: There is 
no fear of God before their eyes. Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith 
to them who are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may 
become guilty before God.” 
 
 
Paul calls unto the courtroom! 



He calls the Jew (vs. 17, 28, 29 & 3:1) 
 
The religious man is without excuse. 
 
The Dangers of Religion 
 
Matthew 7:22-23, “Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy 
name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And 
then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” 

 
I. The Law Cannot save The Jew (vs. 17-24) 
 

Romans 2:17-24, “Behold, thou art called a Jew, and restest in the law, and makest 
thy boast of God, And knowest his will, and approvest the things that are more 
excellent, being instructed out of the law;  And art confident that thou thyself art a 
guide of the blind, a light of them which are in darkness, An instructor of the foolish, 
a teacher of babes, which hast the form of knowledge and of the truth in the law. 
Thou therefore which teachest another, teachest thou not thyself? thou that 
preachest a man should not steal, dost thou steal? Thou that sayest a man should not 
commit adultery, dost thou commit adultery? thou that abhorrest idols, dost thou 
commit sacrilege? Thou that makest thy boast of the law, through breaking the law 
dishonourest thou God? For the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles 
through you, as it is written.” 

 
 The Law can’t justify us because we are sinners! 
 

Romans 3:20, “Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be 
justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin.” 

 
II. Circumcision Cannot Save The Jew (vs. 25-29) 
 

Romans 2:25-29, “For circumcision verily profiteth, if thou keep the law: but if thou 
be a breaker of the law, thy circumcision is made uncircumcision. Therefore if the 
uncircumcision keep the righteousness of the law, shall not his uncircumcision be 
counted for circumcision? And shall not uncircumcision which is by nature, if it fulfil 
the law, judge thee, who by the letter and circumcision dost transgress the law? For 
he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that circumcision, which is outward 
in the flesh: But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the 
heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God.” 

 
 John 3 – Nicodemus (Ye must be born again.) 
 
 Philippians 3 – Paul 
 
III. Argument Cannot Save The Jew (3:1-9) 
 

Romans 3:1-9, “What advantage then hath the Jew? or what profit is there of 
circumcision? Much every way: chiefly, because that unto them were committed the 
oracles of God. For what if some did not believe? shall their unbelief make the faith 
of God without effect? God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is 
written, That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when 



thou art judged. But if our unrighteousness commend the righteousness of God, what 
shall we say? Is God unrighteous who taketh vengeance? (I speak as a man) God forbid: 
for then how shall God judge the world? For if the truth of God hath more abounded 
through my lie unto his glory; why yet am I also judged as a sinner? And not rather, (as 
we be slanderously reported, and as some affirm that we say,) Let us do evil, that 
good may come? whose damnation is just. What then? are we better than they? No, in 
no wise: for we have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under 
sin;” 

 
IV. The Whole World Guilty (3:10-19) 
 

Romans 3:10-19, “As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: There is none 
that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. They are all gone out of the 
way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not 
one. Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they have used deceit; the 
poison of asps is under their lips: Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness: Their 
feet are swift to shed blood: Destruction and misery are in their ways: And the way of 
peace have they not known: There is no fear of God before their eyes. Now we know 
that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that 
every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God.” 

 
 Paul closes the condemnation section in the courtroom. 
 

1. The Charge (vs. 9) 
 

All under sin! 
 
 Under its penalty and power 

 
2. The Indictment (vs. 10-18) 
 

Notice in verse ten the words, “as it is written”. 
 

a. None righteous (vs. 10) 
b. None understand (vs. 11) 
c. None seek God (vs. 11) 
d. All turned aside (vs. 12) 
e. Unprofitable (vs. 12) 
f. None does good (vs. 12) 
g. Graveyard throats (vs. 13) 
h. Deceitful tongues (vs. 13) 
i. Poisonous lips (vs. 13) 
j. Cursing mouths (vs. 14) 
k. Swift feet (vs. 15) 
l. Destruction (vs. 16) 
m. Peace unknown (vs. 17) 
n. No fear of God (vs. 18) 
 

Character & Conduct – total depravity! 



3. The Defense (vs. 19) 
 

every mouth may be stopped, 
 
No defense before God 

 
4. The Verdict (vs. 19) 
 

Guilty before God! 
 

a. the heathen 
b. the moral man 
c. the Jew 

 
      All are under sin (3:9) 
      Every mouth stopped (3:19) 
      All the world guilty 

 
The Good News: 
 

John 3:16, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 
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